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Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and regarded others with contempt: 
'Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, "God, I thank you that I 
am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income." 
But the tax-collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 
beating his breast and saying, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" 

tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; 
lor all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.' 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

What's the problem with the Pharisee in this story? Is it a problem that others treated 
him with respect? Surely not. Is it a problem that he did all the right things, including 
fasting twice a week? That can't be so. Is it a problem that he gave one-tenth of all his 
earnings to charity? No, for sure that can't be the issue. Then what? For a clue, look at 
what the Pharisee says just before this: "God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector." There's the 
problem! He does all the right things, but he has a heart of stone. He is judgmental of 
others, and thinks that he is better than everybody else. There is a lesson in this for us. 
It's important to do good things. But it is even more important to do good things with a 
free and open heart, with love and compassion for others. It is possible to do all the 
right things, but still not to be loving or compassionate. It's possible to go through all 
the motions, but to be harsh and judgmental inside. We are called not to judge, but to 
serve, and to serve others with open hearts and open minds. 
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 

HONESTY IS A VIRTUE ESSENTIAL IN HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS 

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 

"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour." 
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2467 Man tends by nature toward the truth. He is obliged to honor and bear witness to it: "It is in 
accordance with their dignity that all men, because they are persons ... are both impelled by their 
nature and bound by a moral obligation to seek the truth, especially religious truth. They are also 
bound to adhere to the truth once they come to know it and direct their whole lives in accordance 

with the demands of truth." 

2468 Truth as uprightness in human action and speech is called truthfulness, sincerity, or 
candor. Truth or truthfulness is the virtue which consists in showing oneself true in 
deeds and truthful in words, and in guarding against duplicity, dissimulation, and hypocrisy. 

2470 The disciple of Christ consents to "live in the truth," that is, in the simplicity of a 
life in conformity with the Lord's example, abiding in his truth. "If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the 
truth. 
2477 Respect for the reputation of persons forbids every attitude and word likely to 
cause them unjust injury. He becomes guilty: 
- of rash judgment who, even tacitly, assumes as true, without sufficient foundation, the moral fault of a
nei_qhbour·
- ordetradion who, without objectively valid reason, discloses another's faults and failings to persons who did
not know them;
- of calumny who, by remarks contrary to the truth, harms the reputation of others and gives occasion for false
judgments concerning them.

2478 To avoid rash judgment, everyone should be careful to interpret insofar as possible his 
neighbor's thoughts, words, and deeds in a favorable way: 
Every good Christian ought to be more ready to give a favorable interpretation to another's statement than to 
condemn it. But if he cannot do so, let him ask how the other understands it. And if the latter understands it 
badly, let the former correct him with love. If that does not suffice, let the Christian try all suitable ways to bring 
the other to a correct interpretation so that he may be saved. 
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ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

WE is based on five guiding beliefs: 
1.ME into WE-- We are capable of doing

more together than any one of us could do

alone.

2. WE is everyone-and every person can

make a difference.

3. WE are the change-- If we don't take

action, who will?

4.WE are a global community-WE is about

giving of ourselves to help raise a

compassionate future generation that looks

for any opportunity to make a difference.

5.I am WE-- Our lives take on a deeper,

transformative meaning when we impact the

lives of others.

TO LEARN MORE, 

CHECK OUT THESE WEBSITES:

www.metowe.com
www.we.org 

CRAIG KIELBURCiER-FROM ME TO WE 

Can one person make a difference? Anyone who has 
ever encountered Craig Keilburger knows that the answer 
is "yes." 

Craig and his brother Marc have been the founders and 
driving forces behind Free the Children, an international 
development and youth empowerment organization; Me 
to We, a social enterprise, and We Day, an annual youth 
empowerment event. On April 11, 2008, he was named a 
Member of the Order of Canada by the Governor General 
of Canada. Craig Kielburger was born in Thornhill, 
Ontario. He attended Blessed Scalabrini Catholic School, 
in Thornhill, which is where he did a school project which 
eventually gave birth to Free the Children, and Mary Ward 
Catholic Secondary School in Scarborough. 

In 1995, when Craig was 12 years old, he saw a headline 
in the Toronto Star newspaper that read 
"Battled child labour, boy, 12, murdered." The 
accompanying story was about a young Pakistani boy 
named Iqbal Masih who was forced into bonded labour in 
a carpet factory at the age of four, became an 
international figurehead for the fight against child labour 
by 12 years old, and was murdered in 1995. 

Kielburger did more research about child labour and 
asked his seventh-grade teacher to speak to his 
classmates on the topic. Several offered to help, and the 
group of pre-teens started "Kids Can Free the 
Children" (later Free The Children). 

Kielburger also co-founded Me to We, a social enterprise 
that donates half its annual profits to Free the Children by 
selling socially conscious products and services. The 
social enterprise donates half of its net profits to its 
partner charity, Free The Children, and invests the other 
half back into growing the enterprise. 

WE is a movement that brings people together and gives 
them the tools to change the world. Today, WE unites 
millions of passionate youth, women and men working 
together to shift the world from "me" to "we." 
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