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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY-The Story of Jesus and Zacchaeus 

Lu�e 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. 
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A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. 

He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 

because he was short in stature. 

So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 

because he was going to pass that way. 

When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 

'Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.' 

So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 

All who saw it began to grumble and said, 'He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 

sinner.' Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 'Look, half of my possessions, 

Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, 

I will pay back four times as much.' 

Then Jesus said to him, 

'Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man 

came to seek out and to save the lost.' 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

For the past few weeks, Jesus has been telling stories. All of his stories have a point. Jesus 

has been teaching us what God is like, and reminding us that we are made in the image and 

likeness of that God. So, what is God like? God heals people, and restores them to 

community; God wants everybody to belong and to have a place at the table. God is 

persistent, and will never let go of us. God is just. God is compassionate. God seeks out the 

lost, and goes after those who are hiding on the edges of our vision. God sees people. God 

sees you and I, and loves us, and calls us to share that love with those around us. In a world 

where you can choose to be anything, choose to be like God. See people, and seek out the 

ones who are lost. Go out to those who are hiding on the edges of our vision, of our society, 

of our Church. Draw them in with love, compassion and kindness, and give them a place. 

Then, not only will you be more like God, but our community will become more like God's 

Kingdom. 
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BUILDING BRIDGES, NOT WALLS-A STORY OF TWO MOTHERS 

HOW CAN WE TEACH 

NON-VIOLENCE? 

1. Teach children to solve
problems through cooperating

with others, rather than 
fighting. Give them a good 
example by modellng this 

yourself. 
2. Compliment children when

they problem-solve in this
way. 

3. Reward acts that express
kindness, empathy and

compassion. 
4. Open the eyes and hearts of

children to the emotional and
physical suffering caused by

violence. 
5. Introduce children to positive

role models who work for
peace, justice and non

violence. These might include: 
Craig Kielberger, Martin 

Luther King, Jimmy Carter, etc 
6. Don't show movies featuring

gratuitous violence. 
7. Speak up, rather than being a

silent by-stander. 

Mairead Corrigan Maguire, and Betty Williams are two 
women born in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Together with 
another friend, they founded the Peace People. They were 
moved to take this step after they both witnessed an 
incident in August, 1976. A car being driven by an Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) terrorist went out of control when 
the IRA man was shot by British troops. The car struck and 
killed three children of Mairead Maguire's sister. Peace 
People was founded as a grassroots movement, bringing 
together both Roman Catholic and Protestant citizens who 
dedicated themselves to ending the religious sectarian 
strife that plagued life in Northern Ireland at the time. For 
their work, Maguire and Williams shared the 
1976 Nobel Prize for Peace. 

Although Maguire earned her living as a secretary, she also 
was from her youth a member of the Legion of Mary, a lay 
Catholic organization. Through it she became involved in 
voluntary social work among children and teenagers in 
various Catholic neighbourhoods of Belfast. Through 
Peace People, Mairead and Betty organized marches of 
thousands of Catholic and Protestant women. Peace 
People was based on the conviction that genuine 
reconciliation and prevention of future violence were 
possible, primarily through the integration of schools, 
residential areas, and athletic clubs. The organization 
published a biweekly paper, Peace by Peace, and provided 
a bus service to and from Belfast city jails for families of 
prisoners. 

Mairead and Betty were ordinary people who responded 
with love in the face of suffering and violence. They did not 
become bitter and angry, but used their gifts, experience 
and networks to bring people of different faiths together to 
work for an end to violence. 
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For more, checl:? out these sites:
 http://peacebuilding.caritas.org

http://nonviolenceinternational.net/ 
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