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So the shepherds went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 

the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 

Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told them. 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb . 

... all who heard it 

were amazed 

at 

what the shepherds told them. 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

The shepherds and Mary have a lot to do in this story from the Gospel of Luke 
in the Bible. As soon as they hear the good news of the birth of Jesus, they go. 
Luke adds an interesting detail, they go "with haste." They wasted no time, but 
ran to see this baby. Once they saw, they told everyone they could about this 
wondrous child. Then, the shepherds returned home, but they were not the 
same as when they left; they had been changed by God's action, by what they 
had heard and seen. 

You and I are modern-day shepherds. We have heard the Good News of Jesus 

Christ, and we are changed. God has taken on human flesh and shared our joys 

and sorrows, our hopes and experiences. Our God has become one of us, and 

wishes us to become more like God! This gives us joy and hope. The only fitting 

response to good news like this is to share it. Today, ask yourself, "How am I a 

modern-day shepherd? Where and how do I proclaim the Good News?" 
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YOU ASKED ... Why do we celebrate 12 days of Christmas? 

The 12 Days of Christmas are now most famous as a song about someone receiving lots of 

presents from their 'true love'. However, to get to the song there had to be the days to 

start with! The 12 Days of Christmas start on Christmas Day and last until the evening of 

the 5th January - also known as Twelfth Night. The 12 Days have been celebrated in Europe 

since before the Middle Ages and were a time of celebration. Culturally, Christmas ends 

with the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6th, but in the Church it continues until the Feast 

of the Baptism of the Lord. The 12 Days each traditionally celebrate a feast day for a saint 

and/ or have different celebrations: 

Day 1: (25th December): Christmas Day - celebrating the Birth of Jesus 

Day 2: (26th December also known as Boxing Day): St Stephen's Day. He was the first 

Christian martyr (someone who dies for their faith). It's also the day when the Christmas 

Carol 'Good King Wenceslas' takes place. 

Day 3: (27th December): St John the Apostle (One of Jesus's Disciples and friends) 

Day 4: (28th December): The Feast of the Holy Innocents - when people remember the baby 

boys which King Herod killed when he was trying to find and kill the Baby Jesus. 

Day 5: (29th December): St Thomas a Becket. He was Archbishop of Canterbury and was 

murdered on 29th December 1170 for challenging the King's authority over Church. 

Day 6: (30th December): St Egwin of Worcester. 

Day 7: (31st December): New Year's Eve (known as Hogmanay in Scotland). Pope Sylvester I 

is traditionally celebrated on this day. He was one of the earliest popes (in the 4th Century). 

In many central and eastern European countries (including Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Croatia, the Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Poland, Slovakia, 

Switzerland and Slovenia) New Year's Eve is still sometimes called 'Silvester'. 

Day 8: (1st January): 1st January - Mary, the Mother of Jesus 

Day 9: (2nd January): St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory Nazianzen, two important 4th 

century Christians, who helped us understand that God is a Trinity, Three-in-One .. 

Day 10: (3rd January): Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus. This remembers when Jesus was 

officially 'named' in the Jewish Temple. 

Day 11: (4th January): St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American saint 

Day 12: (5th January also known asTwelfth Night): St. John Neumann, CSsR 

January 6: Feast of the Epiphany, or "Old Christmas Day" 



MANY TITLES FOR MARY 

January 1 is the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 

We know Mary under many titles. What are some of the most beloved ones? 

Our Lady of Good Counsel, patroness of the 
Catholic Women's League of Canada. The 

feast is April 26th.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, a devotion 

connected to an icon entrusted to the 

Redemptorists in 1866, and beloved throughout 

the world. Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help take place in many parishes weekly. The 

feast is June 28th. 

Our Lady of Fatima, a devotion begun after 

Mary appeared to three poor children in 

Fatima, a village in Portugal, in 1917. Devotion 

to Mary under this title is connected with daily 

recitation of the Rosary. The feast is May 13th. 

Our Lady of Guadelupe, a devotion dear to 

many native Americans and Canadians, which 

began when Mary appeared to Juan Diego, an 

Aboriginal Mexican man, in 1531. The feast is 

December 12th. 

Our Lady of Mercy is a devotion to Mary 

as protector of people who are poor, or 

marginalized, or oppressed. Many schools 

and some churches in Newfoundland and 

Labrador are named for Mary under this 

title. The feast is September 24th. 

DO YOU KNOW 

OF ANY 

OTHER TITLE 

FOR MARY? 

 

©2017 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John's. All Rights Reserved. 

Subscribe to our weekly resource: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

mailto:Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
mailto:Familycatechesis@rcsj.org





