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He put before them another parable: 'The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then 
the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, "Master, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?" He 
answered, "An enemy has done this." The slaves said to him, "Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?" But he replied, "No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn."' 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

Today's Gospel is about discernment. How do you know which plant is wheat and 

which one is weed? At the beginning, you don't know. It's only when the plants grow 

.up and flower or bear fruit that you know for certain. And even then, it's not always 

easy to weed the garden. Sometimes, if you try to sort out the weeds from the 

wheat while they are still growing, you end up losing both. 

One thing is always certain. By their fruits you will know them. It's the same for 

people as it is for plants-by our fruits people know whether we are followers of 

Jesus Christ. If Jesus shines through us, what other people see in our actions 

reflects love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 

and self-control. 

We always have a choice. Hundreds of times each day, we are called to make choices 

and discern courses of action. Every time, choose the path of Christ, choose to 

reflect love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 

and self-control and, each time you so choose, make the world a better place, one 

action at a time. 

Visit @ www.rcsj.org

http://www.rcsj.org


PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS 

Lord Jesus, 
you were born of the Virgin Mary. 

the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne. 
Look with lo e on grandparents lbc world over. 
Protect them! They arc a source of eriri.chrncnt 

for families, for the Church and for nil of society. 
Support them! As Lhcy grow older. 

may they continue to be for their families 
strong pillars of Gospel failh, 

guardians of noble domestic ideals. 
living treasuries of sound religious troditions. 
Make them teachers of wisdom and courage, 

that they may pass on to future generations che fruits 
of their mature human and spiritual cxperi.ence. 

Lord Jesus. 
help families and s0¢iety 

to value tJ1e presence and role of grandparents.
May they never be ignored or excluded. 
but always encounter respect and love. 

Help ,hem to live serenely and to feel: welcomed 
in all the y<.--ars of life which you give them. 

Mary. Mother of all the living. 
keep gJand1>areots constantly in your care, 

accompany them on their earthly pilgrimage 
and by your prayers, gmnt that all families 

may one day be reunited in our heavenly bomelnnd, 
where you await an humanity 

for the great embrace of life without end. Amen! 

On Wednesday of 

this week, July 26th, 

the Church 

celebrates the 

Feast of St. Anne 

and St. Joachim, 

Parents of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

and grandparents to 

Jesus, our Brother. 

Take some time this 

week to pray for 

grandparents and 

those in our I ives 

who act or acted in 

the role of 

grandparent. Here 

is a prayer written 

by Pope Benedict 

XVI asking for 

blessings on all 

grandparents. 
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THE 

COMMUNION OF 

SAINTS 

St. Anne is beloved and honoured in Newfoundland and 
Labrador as the Patron Saint of mothers and grandmothers. 
Many churches in our province are named after St. Anne. 

"The goal of a virtuous life 

is to become like God." 

St. Gregory of Nyssa 

WISDOM is a gift of the Holy 

Spirit, a great gift of God. We 

sometimes associate wisdom with 

age and life experience. That's 

part of the reason that we 

revere and look up to 

grandparents-we respect them 

for who they are. We respect 

them for their wisdom and their 

life experience. Most of all, we 

love them. 

THE FEAST OF 

STS JOACHIM AND 

ANNE 

JULY 26 

SAINT ANNE AND SAINT JOACHIM 

Sts. Anne and Joachim are the names that we have given 

to the grandparents of Mary, mother of Jesus. Joachim 

and Anne were the grandparents of Jesus. They are the 

patrons of grandparents. In First Nations cultures, 

Joachim and Anne are elders, and thus highly respected 

and revered. In many places, on the Feast of Sts. Joachim 

and Anne, July 26th, people go on pilgrimage or visit special 

sites, such as the shrine of Ste Anne de Beaupre. 
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