
 

 
 

 
 

 
March 7, 2016  
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers 
 
On February 6, 2015, the Supreme Court of Canada unanimously declared that the criminal prohibition 
against physician-assisted dying was unconstitutional. They presented lawmakers with 21 
recommendations to take into consideration in crafting laws. These include: 
 
 A desire to allow, within three years, access to euthanasia/assisted suicide for 

those under 18.  
 The ability for those diagnosed with conditions like dementia to pre-schedule their 

deaths.  
 Insistence that those with psychiatric conditions be eligible for euthanasia/assisted 

suicide.  
 A requirement that any institution receiving public funding provide 

euthanasia/assisted suicide.  
 A requirement that doctors who refuse to kill a patient must make sure that 

someone else does it. 
 
All human beings deserve to face the end of life surrounded by family or other caregivers, 
with access to medical supports that do not unduly prolong life, but provide maximum 
comfort and pain relief. Quality end-of-life care (palliative care) is currently accessible to only 
30% of Canadians. This is unacceptable. Instead of providing ways to hasten death, we 
should be providing palliative care for every Canadian, greater support for those with mental 
illness, and help for those tempted to suicide.  
 
Striking down the criminal prohibition on assisted suicide, and paving the way for physician-
assisted death, makes some of the most vulnerable people in our society even more 
vulnerable. We have crossed a dangerous threshold, beyond which certain people will be 
able to make decisions about who lives and who dies, and when. These decisions are God's 
alone to make. Every person is valuable. Every person has dignity. Nobody has the right to 
kill.  
 
I ask every family, every group of friends, and every association of the faithful to talk together 
about death. Death is a very real and unavoidable part of life. We all need to understand the 
dangerous and very profound implications of these legal changes, and come together to offer 
truly loving and merciful alternatives.  
 
On the page that follows, I offer a sample letter that you might wish to use as a guide in 
writing letters to lawmakers, asking them to craft laws that protect vulnerable people among 
us. I also offer you some guidance from the Vulnerable Persons Standards Secretariat. 
Please make your voice heard at this crucial moment in our history. 
 
Sincerely Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
Archbishop of St. John’s 
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Sample Letter of a Parliamentarian 
 
February 28, 2016 
 
Dear First Name Last Name, MP 
I am writing to express my concern about the recently released report of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee on Medical Assistance in Dying. 
 
I believe the report should give all Canadians pause. If its recommendations are 
enacted in new federal legislation, it would remove virtually all restrictions on 
accessing physician-assisted death and significantly exceed the guidance provided 
by Canada’s Supreme Court. 
 
The federal government needs to take a more prudent approach. Any new legislation 
should balance equitable access with appropriate safeguards for people who 
because of their physical, cognitive or psychosocial vulnerability may be more 
susceptible to suicide. 
 
To that end, I would like to recommend to you a new series of safeguards recently 
endorsed by a wide range of community and health organizations across Canada. 
 
The Vulnerable Persons Standard is a series of evidence-based safeguards designed 
to protect the lives of vulnerable Canadians. It has been developed by leading 
Canadian physicians, health professionals, lawyers, ethicists, public policy experts, 
and advocates. 
 
I believe that Standard will help to ensure that Canadians requesting assistance from 
physicians to end their life can do so without jeopardizing the lives of vulnerable 
persons who may be subject to coercion and abuse. 
 
You can learn more about the Standard at www.vps-npv.ca 
 
I ask that you declare your support for the Standard, and encourage your colleagues 
to do the same. 
 
Sincerely, 


