
 

 
 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2010 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
 
This Christmas, Newfoundlanders will travel by air, sea and road to return home for 
Christmas. It is woven into the very fibre of the Newfoundland spirit that this is a time of year 
when all roads lead to home, to family and friends, to community and warmth and caring. 
This Christmas, I urge and invite you to include God in your plans.  
 
Our world seems to be an increasingly complex place. Over the past year, I have heard 
many of you ask, "Whom can we trust? To whom can we look for guidance and counsel in 
these turbulent times?" I confess that I have asked myself the very same questions. Though I 
have been shaken and disturbed, I have not lost faith. I cannot. I cannot lose faith because 
the God I believe in is trustworthy. It may seem simplistic to look to the baby born in the 
manger in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago for answers to life's increasingly complex 
questions and dilemmas. But in my mind there is a difference between simplistic and simple. 
Our God chose to take on human flesh as a poor, helpless, vulnerable and needy baby. 
What does this simple truth mean for us, living 2000 years later in a very complex time? I 
think it is a call, a call to stand for and with our sisters and brothers, particularly those who 
are poor, helpless and vulnerable, the very young and the very old. I pledge myself anew to 
the support, enhancement and protection of all life, and I urge and invite you to do the same.  
 
Because God came among us in the least likely way- as a baby - I re-commit myself this 
Christmas to seeking and being attentive to God, who speaks to me, and to all of us, in and 
through our sisters and brothers. God has not abandoned us. Each day, God sends us 
people to challenge, comfort, correct, sustain, teach and encourage us. I pledge myself to 
become a better listener, and I urge and invite you to do the same.  
 
'We celebrate Christmas at the time of the year when we have passed the shortest day, 
when the days begin to lengthen and the light begins to return. Jesus is The Light, the Light 
of the World, the Light of the Truth, and the Light of our lives. Because Jesus is the Light, I 
re-commit myself to transparency. I pledge myself to face the truth with honesty and courage 
and to share it with you in as forthright a manner as possible. I urge and invite you to do the 
same.  
 
The God who loves us became one of us. In Jesus, God experiences everything that we 
experience. God is our Light, showing us the way, if only we have eyes to see and ears to 
hear. God is faithful and continues to be present to us in other people, in world and local 
events, in Scripture and Tradition. God came to us once, as a baby in Bethlehem. God 
continues to break into our world and our lives. There is no truth more beautiful than this. 
This is a God in whom I can believe; this is a God I can love. This Christmas, I urge and 
invite you to do the same. 
 
In Christ's peace, 
 

 
 
Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
Archbishop of St. John’s 
Bishop of Grand Falls 
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