
 

 
 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2011 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Newfoundlanders seem to have a special gene. It kicks in as Christmas draws near, and 
every Newfoundlander begins to long for "home" and, if it is at all possible, make plans to get 
"home." Other peoples have this gene, but none seem to experience it as strongly as 
Newfoundlanders do. 
 
From where does this "homing" gene originate? I have lived among you for eleven years 
now, and I have come to believe that this "homing" gene comes from God and echoes God's 
desire to make a home with us, in our hearts, in our families, in our communities. In the 
Gospel of John, we read these words, "...God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life." (John 3:16) 
When so many people make such great efforts to travel home for Christmas, we are really 
acting in imitation of our God, whose love for us is so great that God wants to make a home 
in our hearts. This wonderful, bountiful God will travel any distance, climb over seemingly 
insurmountable barriers, even become human just like us, all in order to make a home in our 
hearts, in our lives, in our homes. God did this once and for all time in a stable in Bethlehem, 
when God's own Son came into human life and history. God continues to make a home with 
us every day. God continues to come into our lives today and every day. 
 
We often do not see how God comes into our lives. One of the lessons that I have learned 
from reflecting on Christmas over the years has been that the greatest wonder of this season 
is that God took on humanity in the most unlikely, the most unexpected form: the King of 
Glory was born to poor peasants in a barn meant to give shelter to animals. God came to 
earth in a most unlikely place, to most unlikely people! What does this tell us? 
 
I like how this story points out that at that first Christmas, God overthrew our expectations. 
God continues to do this today. This is how God often works in our lives. Suddenly the 
relative or friend we haven't heard from in year’s contacts us, the feud that brewed for years 
is healed with a kind word, the child we felt would never come back to the church joins us for 
Christmas Mass! God works in the unexpected. This year, this Christmas, I am going to work 
on expecting the unexpected. Why don't you try to do the same? Let's be attentive to the 
workings of our mysterious Lord who comes in the night as a poor, vulnerable child, a 
refugee. Where is he fleeing today? Perhaps to your heart or mine! Let's work on opening our 
hearts so that we might recognize him when he comes. 
 
God's love for us is the Good News of Christmas and of all times and places. This year, let us 
endeavor to be more aware of the many unexpected ways that God's love comes into our 
lives. Let us also share that gift of love with those around us, pass it on! I wish you and your 
families and friends a joyous and blessed Christmas, and a New Year filled with hope, 
reconciliation and promise. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
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