
 

 
 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2012 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
At the heart of Christmas there is a message of hope which has the effect of 
changing the lives of those who receive it, and making a difference in our world. St. 
Luke calls this a message of “good news of great joy” and his advice is that such 
joyful news be “shared by all the people”. As we prepare to celebrate Christmas 
again, it gives us time to reflect and ask ourselves what is the great news of the 
Gospel and is there something in that great news to change our hearts, minds and 
lives? My friends, we need to get beyond the frills and glitz of the season so that we 
can allow ourselves to be captured by the truth, the way and the life possibilities by 
the renewed appreciation of the birth of Christ. If we can do this, the result is both 
amazing and exciting. It will help us to recognize God’s presence in our world and 
give us the means to make sense of our existence. 

 
There is much darkness in our world and in the circumstances of our times. We 
need some light and some faith which can make a difference. In fact, faith can 
enlighten our existence and help us see what we might otherwise not see—that 
God has not left us alone; that God is with us and that God has chosen to enter into 
the human condition. 

 
This is the great news that needs to be shared—Jesus is the One who saves and 
He does this by His solidarity with us. Our Saviour and Redeemer reminds us that 
there is more to life than a few short years of existence, often marked by suffering 
and pain. By coming into the world as one like us and sharing our struggles, Christ 
shows us the way to face our daily struggles with passion and with love. To meet 
Jesus, the Son of God, is to undergo a great transformation, to be set free from fear 
and to be filled with grateful hearts to know love beyond all telling. 

 
This is what Christmas is about. It is about the possibility of Christ being born again 
in our lives. It is about freedom and joy and knowing that God’s love brings with it 
more gifts than anything we might have to offer. 

 
To each of you, a holy Christmas and a blessed New Year! 

Sincerely Yours In Christ, 

 
Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
Archbishop of St. John’s 
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