
  
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2015 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

As Christmastime approaches, airline flights are overbooked and airports and ferry 
terminals are packed with people trying to get home. Newfoundlanders, in particular, 
seem to feel that "homing instinct" very strongly. Why is this? The answer is actually very 
simple-it's because the heart of Christmas is love. The love that draws us to home, 
friends and family is an echo of God's love. The only reason that there is a Christmas 
is because of God's love. God loved humankind so much that God sent Jesus into the 
world to show us how to live in right relationship with one another and with all of 
creation. The only answer to that kind of love is to say "thank you." With grateful 
hearts, because God first loved us, we love God back. 

Love is a decision, and it takes hard work and commitment. We love God back by 
loving our sisters and brothers, especially those who are most in need, or those who 
sometimes seem invisible. It gives me great joy, as Christmas draws near, to wander 
through the exhibit of Nativity scenes in our Episcopal Library and Museum. Visitors 
leave gifts under the tree there,and we share these with the inner city food bank at 
Emmaus House. All over our Archdiocese, in dozens of parishes, thousands of people 
are doing the same thing, trying to make Christmas a little brighter for people who have a 
little less than we do. My friends, this is what Jove looks like in action. 
When I see how many people give of themselves to serve a nourishing and joy-filled 
Christmas dinner at one of our downtown churches, f see the witness of people who 
know what love is all about. 

As Christmas approaches, I watch the arrival of the first Syrian refugees to Canada on 
the TV and on the internet. As we welcome these strangers to our shore, let us give 
thanks to God, who has offered us this opportunity-and so many others-to practice 
love. Two thousand years ago, there was no room in the inn. This Christmas, may 
there be room in our hearts to welcome Christ, however He chooses to come. 

l wish each and every one of you a Christmas filled with joy and gratitude.  

In Christ, I remain, 

 

Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
Archbishop of St. John‛s 
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