
 

 
 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2016 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
Earlier this month, we marked the ending of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, and with it, the 
closing of the Holy Door in St. Peter's Basilica and in cathedrals around the world. It 
was a remarkable year, a true celebration of the tender love and mercy of our God, 
which never ceases. In our Archdiocese of St. John's, monthly events helped to draw 
our minds and hearts towards our God, source of mercy and compassion, and towards 
our sisters and brothers, particularly those in most need. Together, throughout this 
year, we celebrated the Jubilee for Consecrated Life (Feb. 2), the Jubilee for the Sick 
(Feb. 11), 24 Hours with the Lord (March 4-5), The Jubilee for Youth and Young Adults 
(April 3), the Jubilee for Married Couples (May 21-22), the Archdiocesan Food Drive 
(May 28-29), the Jubilee for Grandparents (July 24), the Jubilee for Catechists (Sept 
24-25), and the Jubilee for Prisoners (November 6). Many of our events included 
pilgrimages through the Holy Door at the east side of our Basilica-Cathedral. 
 
As God's people, and as the hands and feet of Jesus in the world today, we are 
perpetually on pilgrimage. This Year of Mercy has reminded us that we must constantly 
journey toward the other, and reach out in mercy and love, often surprising the people 
around us with the love of God that flows through us. The Year of Mercy may have 
drawn to a close, but we are certain, now more than ever, that "the steadfast love of 
the LORD never ceases, God's mercies never come to an end" (Lamentations 3:22). 
Our task from this point forward is to continue to make God's mercy and love present 
in our world. As we look around us, ours is a world which desperately needs to know 
the peace that only God can bring. We must be means of that peace, speaking fluently 
the language of mercy, which is a language of actions, of outreached hands and open 
hearts and minds. 
 
At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who walked among 
us on earth. Jesus continues to walk among us, we meet him in the hungry, cold, ill-
clothed, sick, imprisoned, grieving and poorly housed or with no roof over his head. Let 
each one of us search each day for some concrete way to reach out to someone in 
need. Though the Year of Mercy has come to a close, mercy is more needed than ever 
in our world. 
 
May the joy, peace and mercy of Christ be poured into your hearts and homes this 
Christmas. May that joy, peace and mercy flow from your hearts and homes into the 
world around us, enlightening that world, one heart and one life at a time. When others 
experience the mercy you embody, may they be able to say, "the steadfast love of the 
LORD never ceases, God's mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is God's faithfulness." (Lamentations 3:22-23). 

 
 
 
 
Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
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