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EASTER MESSAGE 2011 
 

My Dear People of God in the Archdiocese of St. John's: 
 
"Peace be with you!" These are the words that the Risen Christ uses as a greeting each time that he 
appears to his disciples after his Resurrection. That same message of reassurance and hope is 
God's word to us this Easter 2011. The peace that Jesus Christ brings is not the mere absence of 
conflict. The peace that Jesus offers is the peace that comes through being in right relationship 
within oneself, with others and with God. This is a truly transformative peace. On that first Easter, 
God the Father raised Jesus from the dead. No longer can he be found in any tomb. He lives. Death 
does not have the final say. And because death no longer has power over Jesus, death does not 
have the final say in our lives either. 
 
In Jesus, God became human, entering into human history. In so doing, Jesus offers us a model for 
how to be in right relationship. Jesus took on all of the realities of our lives, except for sin. He took 
on our suffering and transformed it. Jesus stands with us in solidarity against the many forms of evil 
that afflict us and our world. Among these evils, we have to name poverty, slavery, sickness and 
violence. Today, Jesus continues to be oppressed whenever His people are poor, hungry, thirsty, 
uneducated or lack hope or opportunity. He is nailed to the Cross whenever human beings are 
trafficked, sold into modern forms of slavery in the sex trade or domestic or industrial servitude. He 
suffers whenever those He loves face disease. He is scourged each time individuals, groups or 
peoples inflict violence against one another. 
 
But Jesus also transforms these experiences. Today, the light of the Resurrection shines into these 
tombs and emboldens us to name them as sins, and we stand solidly against them. Poverty is sin, a 
tomb, and people of faith can never allow it to have the final word in the life of a sister or brother. We 
must stand against poverty and work to eradicate it from our world. Human trafficking is sin, a very 
real tomb, and people who have faith in the Resurrection cannot allow any form of slavery to 
continue. Neither can people of faith allow the sins of sickness and violence to hold sway. We must 
work with all our might to eradicate these tombs from the face of the earth. As long as we allow 
these to exist, Christ continues to be nailed to the Cross. It is only when sins such as poverty, 
human trafficking, disease and violence are eradicated that the hope of the Resurrection will 
become reality, that hope will triumph, and the Reign of God will come to fulfillment. 
 
Easter is about possibility, transformation and renewal, in the next life, and also in this life. We are 
an Easter People. The wonder of the Resurrection is certainly that eternal life is offered to us. We 
must also understand it to mean that being Easter People means being instruments of new life, right 
relationship, transformation and renewal. The light of Resurrection reaches into tombs of all kinds. 
God raised Jesus from death. Through us, God continues to raise people to new life. As poverty, 
oppression and pain fall in the face of compassion, love and generosity, the power of the 
Resurrection becomes real in this life as well as the next. 
 
May the risen Lord Jesus open our hearts and minds to new possibilities. It is my prayerful wish that 
the Risen Christ come to dwell in you richly, and that we allow the Resurrection of Christ to 
transform us to be more like Him, in right relationship with ourselves, with our sisters and brothers, 
especially those who are oppressed in any way, and with God. 
 
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  
In Him, 

 

 
+Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
Archbishop of St. John’s 
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