
 

 
 

 
 

 

EASTER MESSAGE 2013 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! 
 
These were the words of hope with which the early Christians greeted each othein the days 
immediately following that first Easter morning, and in every Easter Season that followed. 
Our friends in the Eastern Churches still maintain the tradition of using these words to greet 
one another and remind each other of the hope that Jesus brings. 
 
One of the great gifts of Jesus is the hope brought by His message of Good News, His 
witness and encouragement to love, His Resurrection and His offer of eternal life. All of us 
need hope. I would go so far as to say that we can live without water or food for long periods 
of time, but without hope, we wither and die very quickly. 
 
In this Year of Faith, we must grasp once again the energizing hope that Jesus offers. I 
believe that this is indeed the hope of eternal life. I also firmly believe that this hope must 
have direct and concrete effects on the way that we enter into this earthly life. As People of 
Hope, we must live and act as if a better world is possible, for ourselves and for others. As 
People of Hope, we must be committed to social justice for those who sometimes cannot see 
the light. We live in the Light, and must be bearers of that Light to our sisters and brothers. 
This means that we work for justice, so that there is no difference in the living wage received 
by men and women. It means that new Canadians receive fair treatment and just, fair wages. 
As People of Hope, we must advocate for better inclusion programs in the agencies upon 
which we have influence, and the organizations in which we have membership. As People of 
Hope, we must act on behalf of the voiceless, the marginalized, those forgotten by society. 
 
This Easter, we celebrate the new lease in life offered by the gift of our new Pope, Francis. In 
his freshness and simplicity, in his profoundly personal, approach, we glimpse immediately 
the difference that one person, animated by Christ, can make. Calling to mind his namesake, 
St. Francis of Assisi. Pope Francis encourages us to be mindful of our environment, to 
protect it as a treasure for ourselves and generations to come. Like St. Francis, he reminds 
us to keep in mind the poor, and to live and work with the poor in mind. Let us take a leaf 
from his book, and show the world the difference that Jesus can make by each making the 
small differences which we are capable of. 
Together, let us show the world that Christ is truly Risen, and be ministers of that 
Resurrection to those around us. 
 
To all of you, I wish a Happy Easter! May the hope and joy of the Risen Christ animate your 
life anew! 
 
Your Brother in the Risen Lord,  

 
 
Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
Archbishop of St. John’s 
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