
  
 

 

 

EASTER MESSAGE 2014 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 

 
Whenever we embark on the journey of Lent, we do so with the light of Easter guiding our 
way. We never walk in darkness, because Christ goes before us and walks alongside us, 
every step of the way. We have experienced that light very clearly over the past twelve 
months. Just a short year ago, we received God’s gift of a new Pope, Francis. He is living 
proof that one person can make a difference in the world. Our hearts have thrilled to 
recognize in our Pope the witness of a life transfigured by the joy of the Gospel. He radiates 
joy welcome and mercy. Like Jesus, Pope Francis shows us the face of God, and the God 
who shines through Pope Francis is a God of love, kindness, openness and mercy. Indeed, 
“mercy” has become a core theme of his message. 

 
We read in many places in Scripture that God is kind and merciful. “With the Lord there is 
mercy, and fullness of redemption (Ps. 130). I once heard “mercy” defined as “God’s loving 
kindness.” What a wonderful image—a God who gazes on the world, and us, with 
lovingkindness, the way a mother or a father gazes on their beloved children. The love of 
parents for their children is the best picture any of us will ever have of God’s love. 

 
Pope Francis challenges us to look at the world, and other people, as God looks at them. 
He challenges us to see others as people, and not simply the sum of all their faults, to see 
their potential and call them to live this potential in loving service to others. Francis has said 
that our role in the world is to open doors, and never to shut them, to make every encounter 
an opportunity to proclaim the Good News. In a recent homily, Pope Francis said that going 
to Mass and receiving the Eucharist should make a difference in the way Catholics live. 
"When we go to Mass, we find ourselves with all sorts of people, “the pope said. "Does the 
Eucharist we celebrate lead me to consider all of them as brothers and sisters? Does it 
increase my ability to rejoice when they do, and to weep with those who weep?" Pope 
Francis said it is not enough to say that one loves Jesus; it must be shown in love for those 
he loved. Ask yourself, he said, if going to Mass helps you reach out to the suffering or "am 
I indifferent, or am I gossiping, 'Did you see how that one's dressed?' Sometimes people do 
that after Mass. But this shouldn't happen. There must be "coherence between our 
Eucharist and our lives." So, this Lent, I invite you to live, share and reflect the mercy of 
God in a world that needs to know this wonderful loving kindness. Make the light of Easter 
present in our world every day. In this way, Pope Francis says, we will become a 
community of missionary disciples. Let us walk toward Easter in the joy of the Gospel, 
renewing our commitment to make Christ present in our mercy, our kindness, our love of 
others, particularly the most vulnerable and needy. 

 
In Christ, 

 
MOST REVEREND MARTIN W. CURRIE, D.D. 
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