
 

 
 

 
 

 

EASTER MESSAGE 2016 
 

March 27, 2016 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 
 
Christ is risen! Christ is truly risen! This truth changes our lives and our world. 
Because Christ is risen, everything is new, and nothing is as it was before.   
 
This year, one new thing is that we celebrate Easter in the midst of the Year of Mercy. 
If we look back over the year that is past, or even over the events of this past week, it 
is easy to see that Mercy is a gift of God and a human capacity that is much needed 
in our world. God calls us to take on Mercy as our way of life and the way we look 
upon our world, and thus to begin to change the world around us, one encounter at a 
time. This is one, real, practical way in which the Resurrection of Jesus is made 
manifest today in our broken world. 
 
Pope Francis writes that mercy is the ‘beating heart of the Gospel’. Like a heart, 
mercy is life-giving. I believe that it is only by taking on God’s own merciful heart that 
we will be able to look at events such as the events that took place in Brussels last 
Tuesday with compassion. Some people will ask, “Where was God on Tuesday?” We 
who are trying to take on God’s merciful way of being in the world will answer, “God 
was everywhere. God was in the people who rushed others to safety. God was in the 
first responders. God was in those who reached out with aid, to offer shelter, who 
offered counselling.”  
 
Mercy impels us outward. With Pope Francis, I encourage you this year to re-discover 
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, because they are practical expressions of 
our love of neighbour. The Corporal Works of Mercy are: feeding the hungry, giving 
drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting those in 
prison, comforting the sick and burying the dead. The Spiritual Works of Mercy are: 
advising sinners, instructing the uninformed, counselling the doubtful, comforting the 
sorrowful, being patient with those in error, forgiving offences, praying for the living 
and the dead. Look out and reach out. Bring the new life of Christ and the hope of 
Easter to those around you who most need it.  
 
At Easter in this Year of Mercy, I invite you to embark upon two journeys. The first is 
a journey inward, to re-discover and awaken the hope that is within you. The second 
journey is a journey outward, to allow the mercy of God that flows through you to 
make a positive difference to people you encounter.  We cannot change events such 
as the events of last Tuesday, but as individuals and as a community we can be light 
in the darkness and hope for the hopeless. 
 
In Easter hope, I remain, 

 
 
 

Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
Archbishop of St. John’s 
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