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In a very short while we will be turning our attention on the saving events that brought 
Jesus’ earthly life to an end, and won our salvation: His passion, death, and resurrection.   
 
But today the readings for the Chrism Mass take us back to the beginning of His public 
ministry, back to Nazareth, back to His home.  In the synagogue He adopts as His own the 
program of the prophet Isaiah—Jesus tells us that His mission is to bring glad tidings to the 
poor, liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind. 
 
Throughout the life of Jesus we see Him embracing children, freeing people from disease, 
teaching people about the things of heaven and always showing great compassion toward 
people.   
 
In all His interactions with people, Jesus prepares His disciples to carry out His mission 
after His death. 
 
We are His modern-day disciples. He has been preparing us to carry on that same mission. 
We have gathered here this evening to recommit ourselves to bringing glad tidings to the 
poor, proclaiming liberty to captives and helping blind people to see again.  
 
As we do so, we bless the oils we use in our ministry.  In particular, we bless chrism, the oil 
used in the sacramental celebrations of Baptism, Confirmation and Ordination to the 
Priesthood.   
 
In each of these sacraments the Chrism symbolizes, both a moment and a life of 
consecration to the life-giving, life-changing mission of Jesus. 
 
When we are baptized, confirmed or ordained we are anointed with Chrism and 
consecrated for the rest of our lives.  From that moment on we exist for the Lord and His 
work.   
 
Let us thank God for calling us into His family, and sharing with us this life-giving and life-
changing mission. And let us ask ourselves a few key questions: How have we been 
partners and disciples? How have we been instruments of compassion to others? How 
have we passed on and taught the faith? How have we led people to offer praise to God? 
 
As your Archbishop, I think that I can help you reflect upon these questions. Sometimes, 
from my vantage point, I see a picture that others don’t get to see. And for that, I am very 
grateful. Let me share with you what I see. 
 
As I look around, I see pastors and parishes who, in the past year, have reached out and 
welcomed strangers. You have reached out to refugees, Sponsored families and shown 
amazing generosity to the poor and homeless in faraway countries and at home in a 
special way. In addition to sponsoring refugee families to find a home among us, you have 
also given generously to provide assistance for refugees in camps in far-off lands. In doing 
this, you have brought light in the darkness and offered compassion in places which might 
be warm in climate, but cold in heart.  
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As I look around, I see people who volunteer day in and day out at the Gathering Place and 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. I am thrilled at the news that you made and delivered over 
5,000 hampers last Christmas. You may or may not have known this, but you have seen 
the face of Christ in the poor, the hungry and the homeless, and you have given of time, 
talent and self. 
 
Over the past year, it has excited and delighted me as your Archbishop to witness how you 
have taken on the development of a new approach in the ministry of Catechesis to better 
try to hand on the precious gift of faith. I have seen more and more people becoming 
involved as catechetical coordinators and members of parish catechetical teams. In doing 
this, you have been bringing sight to the blind.  
 
I have just named a few of the signs of hope that I see as I look around this Archdiocese. I 
see signs that the faith is alive and well. 
 
But we cannot rest on our laurels. We know that fewer people now gather on Sunday for 
the Eucharist, to be nourished by God’s Word and the Body of Christ.  As fewer people 
come to us, we must find new and creative ways to go out to them, proclaiming Good 
News, rather than judgment, hope rather than despair, joy, rather than disapproval.  
 
Our Church has just completed a synod on the family.  During this Synod, we became 
more conscious than ever before of the factors that keeps people away from the 
Sacraments, and of the struggles of so many of our brothers and sisters.   
 
During the Synod, we asked, together: 
 
 How do we care for the separated and divorced, for those who do not choose to be 

married in the Church?  
 
 How do we show sensitivity toward men and women with homosexual tendency?   

 
 How do we show care and compassion to families, and walk with them as they 

experience joys and sorrows, trials, and deep relationships that at times can be the 
source of wounds?   

 
You and I, through Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist—Christian initiation— the 
Sacraments which make use of the very oils we bless tonight—are called to walk with 
people in all of the situations that I have just named. The oils strengthen us for God’s 
service, and remind us of God’s love poured out plentifully in us and through us, love that 
moves us to go out, always out. And, going out, we encounter the beauty and brokenness 
of God’s world. We are called to continue Christ’s mission out there. 
 
But what we do here, WHO we celebrate here, makes it possible for us to engage that 
world, with all of its joy and brokenness. Praise the One who allows us to be partners in His 
great work of redemption.  
 
Also within the past year, in his Encyclical, Laudato Si – Pope Francis called our attention 
to our moral responsibility to care for God’s gift of creation.   
 
He said: “The earth our home is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of 
filth”.  He says however, “it is not too late to repair the damage done as long as humanity 
undertakes “a bold cultural revolution”.   
 
I commend all of you who are committed to caring for the earth and the fight for climate 
change; your efforts are important and needed. 
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At this time, the Parliamentary committee has submitted its report on Euthanasia and 
Assisted Suicide.  As a Church, we are very disappointed with this report as it fails to 
respect the dignity and the true meaning of life. 
 
Together, we who follow Christ as disciples must ask our lawmakers to respect the 
consciences of doctors and nurses, who are opposed to this way of ending life.   
 
We ask lawmakers to adopt standards that will ensure that the most vulnerable people in 
our society are protected as we move into the uncharted waters of physician-assisted 
suicide. 
Also, the Church calls for a deeper understanding for the purpose and value of Palliative 
Care.  I thank all those who strive to protect life from conception to natural death. 
 
This is the world and the mission for which you and I are anointed, gifted and sent, a world 
of great beauty and great promise, but at the same time a world of challenges and pain. 
 
Tonight, as we consecrate Chrism and bless the Oil of Catechumens and the Oil of the 
Sick, let us ask God to renew and strengthen in hearts for loving, minds for dreaming up 
creative ways to bring life and peace to our world, and spirits strong and dedicated for the 
tasks ahead.  And, as we move now to the Table of the Eucharist, let us ask Jesus Christ 
to feed us and send us out as food and hope for a hungry and world. 
 
Together, let us re-commit to bringing glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind.
 


