
 

 
 

 
 

 
HOMILY FOR THE LAUNCH OF THE “YEAR OF FAITH” 

IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. JOHN’S, 
BASILICA-CATHEDRAL ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2012 

 
Pope Benedict, in his letter entitled Porta Fidei (The Door of Faith) describes faith as a door 
which allows us to cross the threshold into a life of communion with God. 
 
The date chosen to open the door and enter the Year of Faith was October 11th; it is important 
to note that this opening date coincides with both the 50th anniversary of the start of the Second 
Vatican Council and the 20th anniversary of the promulgation of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. 
 
The Pope’s letter introducing this year states that the goal of this period is to arouse in believers 
a desire to fully profess our faith with renewed conviction, confidence and hope. The Holy 
Father sees the year as an opportunity to “usher the whole Church into a time of particular 
reflection and rediscovery of the faith.” 
 
Fifty years ago, Blessed John XXIII convened the Second Vatican Council because he believed 
that the Holy Spirit wanted the Church to open its doors to the world. He decided that the time 
had come for the Church to speak directly to the modern world, offering the Gospel message 
of hope and peace. 
 
Vatican II was the first Church Council that did not issue any condemnations, but was open to 
the world, having a more positive outlook, as Pope John XXIII said in his opening homily,  
“Errors vanish as quickly as they arise, like fog before the sun. The Church has always opposed 
these errors. Frequently, She has condemned them with the greatest severity. Nowadays, 
however, the Spouse of Christ prefers to use the Medicine of Mercy, rather than that of 
severity”. 
 
John believed that what the world wasn’t hearing enough was the promise and hope at the 
heart of the Gospel. 
 
I believe that God is calling us during this special year to exercise our faith. Just as we go to a 
gym or take on a regime of physical fitness to exercise our muscles, so we must exercise our 
faith muscles in order for them to grow stronger. God wants us to take hold of our faith with all 
the hope and confidence that the Fathers assembled at Vatican II had. God is asking us to 
move outward—to take the Medicine of Mercy to everyone we meet—not with words of 
condemnation, or suspicion or judgment, but rather with words of promise, solidarity and 
fellowship. God desires that we see everyone around us as brothers and sisters, all equally 
loved by Jesus, all equally redeemed by His Cross.  
 
According to Pope Benedict’s letter, Porta Fidei, this year will be fruitful if we “believe in Him 
whom God has sent,” and so seek “to proclaim the Gospel to all the people of the earth.” This 
involves both laboring for the food which endures to eternal life and making ourselves available 
to those who are sincerely searching for the ultimate meaning and definitive truth of their lives.  
  
Rather than list a number of ways in which we might deepen our faith and then move outward 
to share the Good News, I think that it is essential for us to look at this kind of disposition that 
a Catholic Christian might have that would help us to grow in our faith and strengthen us to 
give that faith away to the people around us. In his letter, the Holy Father urged us to be heroes 
of faith, to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.  
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In tonight’s First Reading, from the Prophet Isaiah, we hear the call of God to build a better 
world according to God’s plan. In the Old Testament, besides prophets such as Isaiah, we see 
many heroes and heroines of Israel’s history—Abraham, Moses, Sarah, Rebekah, David, 
Samuel—all these men and women did great things for God because of their faith.  
 
In the New Testament, we meet many people who used their gifts to do great things for God—
Mary, who said “Yes,” the Apostles who left everything to follow their Master. Since Apostolic 
days, many men and women have given their lives for the Gospel—countless Christians have 
devoted themselves to work for justice and to free people from oppression. Those who have 
gone before us have lived by faith, and Pope Benedict says, “By faith we too live; by the living 
recognition of the Lord Jesus, present in our lives and in our history.”  
 
In the Church today, you and I can be heroes and heroines for God. Just as Jesus told those 
who walked the earth with him, the Spirit tells us today, “Do not be afraid… just has faith.” 
 
In tonight’s Gospel we see Jesus speaking to the Apostles and sending them on a mission. He 
asks them to have faith in Him. In the same was He asks us today to place our faith in Him, 
and this is possible since our faith assures us that the Risen Christ is present with us, and 
nothing is more important than to build a deep personal relationship with Him and put our trust 
in Him. As the Holy Father says, “By faith we too shall live: by the living recognition of the Lord 
Jesus present in our lives and our history.”  
 
Since the days of Jesus, the followers of Jesus have been proclaiming the message of Jesus 
and witnessing to Him by their lives. Each generation has had to deal with a changing world 
with its many problems. Today, perhaps as never before, the Church experiences the need to 
know, to draw near, to understand, to penetrate, to serve and to evangelize the society in which 
we live, and to come to grips with it— almost to run after it—in its rapid and continuous change.  
 
In the Gospel we heard proclaimed tonight, Jesus sent the Apostles out on mission using some 
perplexing words. We might be forgiven if we were to think that these words only applied to 
them, and not to us, for Jesus told them to look for these signs that they were doing His work 
“in my name they will drive out demons. They will speak in languages. They will pick up 
serpents with their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them. They will lay 
their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  
 
We must not take this Gospel too literally, but look into it more deeply to recognize and grasp 
its powerful message to us today. What might we, in the Archdiocese of St. John’s, take from 
this Gospel as we walk through the threshold and into this Year of Faith?  
 
Jesus told his disciples to take up demons, and stare them in the face, knowing that Jesus, 
love and faith are more powerful than any demon. Today we face the demons of an uncertain 
economic system in which the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. We live in a world where 
millions die of starvation even as we here at home throw out food wastefully, and so today we 
who bear the name of “Christian” must take on the demons of selfishness and poverty, and 
help one another to look around our global village, asking not only “Who is in need?” but also, 
“How can we form a world-wide community of care, changing one heart at a time?  
 
Jesus told his disciples that they would speak in new tongues in His Name. Those of us who 
bear the name of “Christian” today need to speak in new tongues, not always in foreign lands, 
but right here at home, where our young people speak in new terms and use new social 
networking and technology. We don’t always know their words, but we need to learn them in 
order to better communicate our love and concern, and the abiding and enduring love of Jesus. 
We have to speak to the pornography that is so rampant. Abortion – end of life. And we need 
not only to speak, but to listen also. We need to hear the voices of women, who are more than 
50% of society and far more than 50% of the active population of our parishes, carrying forward 
so much of the practical pastoral and social work of the Church. And yet, their voices are rarely 
heard in many places in our Church, and certainly not at the upper levels of decision-making 
and power. 
 



 
We may not pick up serpents with our hands, but every day we come face-to-face with the 
ravages that pollution has done to our environment, and face the damages wrought by our use 
of chemicals and harmful products that damage not just our air, our water, our soil and the 
foods we eat. We hear the voices of our environment, and in the midst our God is calling us to 
be better and more effective stewards. We must be strong voices, challenging our use of the 
poisons that are changing our climate and threatening danger to all of our brothers and sisters 
in the global village.  
 
We are called to participate in Jesus’ healing ministry, to lay our hands on the sick—on the sick 
in our human community, on the sickness in our environment, and on the sick structures which 
work against Jesus’ promise of fullness of life for all. This is Jesus’ call to us in this Year of 
Faith, to re-discover a life-giving and life changing relationship with Him and to become better 
partners of his in His work of healing, redemption and restoration of life.   
 
Here in the Archdiocese, I call on you to join with me as we mark this Year of Faith by entering 
into an Archdiocesan Synod process. Throughout this year, in parishes, in clusters, in regions 
and deaneries and as a gathered Archdiocesan family, you will be invited to share your 
thoughts, hopes, insights and dreams as we explore together how to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus in eastern Newfoundland in these new times. Jesus said to Peter, “Upon this Rock I 
will build my Church.” Today, He is asking us to do the same. Upon this Rock we will rebuild 
His Church. Let us take the time this year to listen to one another. Let us share our stories of 
hope and of where we gain life in this Church. Let us take a good, sober look at the Archdiocese 
in which we live, and together make plans for better and more effective service and ministry to 
one another, and particularly to those who are in need, who are most vulnerable, to those who 
are hurting. As you hear the call to add your voice to the Synod Process, please respond. It 
takes all of us, working together, to be the voice, the hope, the compassion of Christ in this 
modern world. Together, we listen, together we pray, and together we respond. Upon this Rock, 
we will rebuild the Church! 
 
Let us through our more intense prayer develop relations with Jesus. Let us through our study 
of Catechism of the Catholic Church increase the knowledge of our faith so that the truth does 
not get lost. Let us witness to Charity through our outreach to the poor. Let us grow in faith as 
we try to renew our sacramental preparation.  
 
The Mission of Jesus Christ is now in our hands and its proclamation is now dependent on us 
and what we do with it.  
 
We are the church and our world awaits the Gospel which we will bring. 
 
 
 


