
 

 
 

 
 

 
Tuesday, December 08, 2015 
 
God called out in the Garden of Eden looking for Adam and Eve, “Where are you?” 
What a great image: God looking for us! But this wasn’t just an event in Biblical times, 
it continues to this day. 
 
In our rich country and our comfortable lifestyle often I think that God is calling to us 
and asking “Where are you?” 
 
Today God is looking for us.  The Holy One asks us. 
 
“Where are you when I look out through the doors of Mercy and see hungry people at 
the Gathering Place and I know that there are people hungry in many parts of the world 
because of drought and war. 
 
Where are you when we see so many aboriginal women who are abused and who are 
missing? 
 
Where are you when so many people in our world do not have clean water to drink? 
 
Where are you when our economy favors a few at the expense of many? 
 
Where are you when war in far-away countries and violence in our cities is tearing us 
apart and many people are losing hope? 
 
Where are you when the refugees are leaving their homelands looking for a better way 
of life?  The picture of the dead child on the beach is seared in the minds of all of us. 
 
Where are you? When our environment is being destroyed and all humanity is being 
threatened by climate changes? Pope Francis had said the world is a filthy place. 
We can’t say that we do not know what is happening in our environment because in 
our global village what affects one affects all. 
 
At present, 190 different countries are gathered in Paris to meet the challenge of 
improving our environment before it is too late.  Where are you? 
 
And like Adam and Eve I am at times inclined to make excuses. But at the root of all 
my excuses seems to be Adam’s response, “I was afraid, so I hid”. 
 
I imagine that you too have had that experience. 
 
Overwhelmed at the clear view of injustice, my fears get the better of me. 
 
It is fear that actually drives me from any sense of the Garden, because fear cripples 
me and separates me from others. Fear takes root when I  think  that  I  am  in  control  
and  in  charge.  And  because I can’t measure up  to  the  task, I  have  a  tendency  
to  blame  others for my incapacity to face the anguish around me. 

 
 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 
P.O. BOX 37 
ST. JOHN’S, NL A1C 5H5 

TELEPHONE (709) 726-3660 
FAX (709) 753-5600 
E-MAIL:  
 

mailto:abpcurrie@rcsj.org


 
I sometimes become “sick with fear” and look for a snake to blame. However, blaming 
snakes does nothing to alleviate fear. 
 
In today’s Gospel, Mary shows us a different way forward. When the angel goes looking 
for Mary, his opening line is “Do not be afraid”! Mary demonstrates an alternative 
response. 
 
In the face of mystery she is curious not closed. 
 
In the face of mystery she asks, “How can this be?” 
 
It is because she is willing to turn and face the puzzlement that our God has taken root 
in her. 
 
God grows within her because she is willing to be open to something new. 
 
Mary is the antidote to fear and hiding, but she did not do it alone. She went immediately 
to her cousin Elizabeth. 
 
Mary’s way is to connect with others and respond to their needs. This other – 
centeredness is at the heart of wholeness. 
 
Our way also is to be open to listen to God speaking in us and connect with others who 
are also trying to build another world. 
 
During this extraordinary Year of Mercy we are being asked “What is our response?” 
“What is my response?” 
 
When God comes looking for   us   and   calling   out,   “Where   are   you?”   Am I like 
Mary? Open to let God grow within me. 
 
Do I dive into personal guilt and try to hide? Or do I or we like Mary engage in 
community sharing our gifts, vulnerabilities and curiosity and merely call out “Over 
here”. 
 
It is our “Over here” response that we desperately need in our Church in our city, our 
Country, our world. 
 
An “Over here” response means that rather than focusing on our individual selves or 
our judgments and limitations we are engaged with those around us. An “Over here” 
response means that we engage in the works of Mercy we care for the sick and we 
ourselves healed – We engage with the poor and the hungry and come to see how rich 
we really are. 
 
We give our clothes to those who are called and we realize how warmly we are 
covered... 
 
We fight for shelter for the homeless and realize that our homes are mansions where 
we are safe.  We welcome the refugees and understand what it means to live in peace 
and to be loved. We join with other in the fight for climate change and we try to restore 
hope to all 
 
 



 
As a community and as an individual we must have the attitude of Mary and when we 
look at our broken world we must, like Mary say “Here I am”. 
 
We must look at our wounded and broken world and realize that we are the minds and 
hands and feet that must show God’s mercy. 
 
Pope Francis reminds us that while technology has brought many benefits – He 
cautions us to the uneven labours of power possessed by the few who have technology 
to the detriment of the many poor and underprivileged who don’t. 
 
Technology itself can cause poverty. 
 
In a beautiful prophetic statement Pope Francis says “When we fail to acknowledge as 
a part of reality the worth of a poor person, a human embryo, a person with disabilities 
- it becomes difficult to hear the cry of nature itself. 
 
We must hear the cry of the sick world before it is too late. 
 
As we enter into this Year of Mercy we are called to live the corporal and spiritual works 
of Mercy. 
 
Let us take St. Francis of Assisi as our model. As St. Francis embraced the leper, we 
are to feel the pain of creation disfigured and the neglected poor and to assuage that 
pain. 
 
In small daily acts of kindness, solidarity and love, we can live with joy an ecology of 
daily life that will bring fruitfulness rather than degradation. Then our lives will truly be 
ones of praise, “Laudato Si”. 


