
 

 
 

 
 

 
ARCHBISHOP CURRIE’S PASTORAL LETTER – PRO LIFE  

SUNDAY, October 6, 2013 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Sometimes, Catholics are depicted as being against developments, ideas, practices or 
concepts. Today, I ask you to consider with me all that we are for. Pope Francis has 
encouraged us to see as God sees. I believe that the best picture we have of God's love is 
the love of a parent for a child. When a parent looks at a child, the parent's eyes are filled 
with love, pride, affirmation, compassion and joyful hope. Because we see as God sees, we 
must affirm, now and always, that we stand for life, for humanity, for the dignity of each 
human being and for each human life. It is not our place to judge the worth or the value of 
any life. It is our place to affirm that life, love that person, help her or him to grow, and to 
give that person everything possible to live as full a life as possible. If we live in this way, 
looking at the world the way we believe God looks at it, we will continue the presence of 
God's Son, Jesus, who said of Himself, in John 10:10, "I came that you may have life, and 
have it to the full." 
 
Many people today regard suffering as meaningless and intolerable, contrary to fullness of 
life. In this climate, euthanasia is presented as a way of avoiding suffering. Euthanasia, 
defined in the simplest terms possible, is when a doctor or another human being, not an 
illness or a condition, ends a person's life. Our role, as we have seen, is to bring life, to offer 
life, and to enhance life. We cannot and should not judge its worth or where and when it 
should end. That decision is God's alone. We cannot and should not play God; we must 
simply love like God. 
 
We must ask: "What kind of society do we wish to build? What kind of world do we wish to 
bequeath to the next generation?" Certainly not the kind of society we would we have if 
euthanasia were legalized. In that scenario, people with advanced progressive illnesses, or 
simply in old age, would find it difficult to trust their doctors and nurses or other caregivers, 
or even their families. We want to leave a society and a world that is even better than the 
one we came into. We want to leave a society and a world where the wisdom of age is 
honored, elders are respected, and diversity is celebrated. 
 
On this Pro-Life Sunday, let us commit to standing for human life, honoring human life and 
celebrating human life as a gift of God, in all of its stages, expressions, joys and sorrows. 
Let us actively seek opportunities to give life, rather than take it. Let us work together to 
build a society in which all can expect justice, dignity and equality, and where all act with 
healing and compassion and love. We pray this in Jesus' name. 
 
Your Brother, 
 

 
Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D.  
Archbishop of St. John’s 
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