
 

 
 

 
 

 
ARCHBISHOP CURRIE’S PASTORAL LETTER – RESPECT LIFE  

SUNDAY, October 2, 2011 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
When a human life is created, man and woman come as close to God as it is possible to 
get. In conceiving a new life, two human beings become partners in God’s own power to 
create, to give life, to bless and to nurture. At the same time, we recognize that the 
circumstances surrounding conception are sometimes less than ideal, and that some 
women find themselves alone, abandoned, lacking the loving support or practical 
assistance needed to bring new life into the world, to nurture and sustain it. And so, for 
many different reasons, some women, couples or families choose to end human lives 
before birth.  
 
While it is certainly true that it takes man and woman, acting in partnership with God, to 
create life, we must also acknowledge that it takes a community to bring that life to light, to 
nurture children, to sustain teenagers, to provide options to adults and dignity to the elderly. 
You and I form that community.  
 
Today, God calls to each of us to stand against abortion, to say that we cannot allow the 
present situation in Canada to continue, where so many pregnancies end in the death of the 
child and often the despair of the mother and others. But God calls us to much more than 
this. God never calls us only to stand against; God always calls us to stand for—for life, for 
love, for practical assistance to mothers and children, for a living wage for struggling 
parents. God calls us to stand with—with those who struggle with the painful or seemingly 
untenable circumstances of a child’s conception, with women who weigh choices and 
alternatives, with families struggling to raise children in poverty, with parents who think that 
they are facing their perils alone.  
 
My brothers and sisters, our love for one another must always be practical. If we are going 
to stand against abortion-- and we must-- we must also be there with viable alternatives and 
practical assistance. We must offer our resources, our compassion, our properties, our 
skills, our training, our experience, our cooperation and, most of all, our hope.  
 
As a community, you and I can be God’s partners in creation. We are being called to create 
a new world, a world where no woman feels trapped into giving birth, where no father 
despairs because he does not have the skills to nurture life, where no parent looks into an 
empty cupboard and cries, where no child rises alone in the morning and makes her own 
breakfast before putting on a brave face to go to school. We have the resources. Let us 
commit today to placing these resources at the service of life. Then, the last lines of today’s 
Gospel will echo in our hearts and minds in a new way:  
 
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is wonderful to see. (Mt.21:43) 
 

Your Brother for Life, 

 
Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D.  
Archbishop of St. John’s 
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