
 

 
 

 
 

 
Archbishop Currie’s Pastoral Letter 

Preparing for the Future 
March 04, 2016 
 
For many years now, we in the Archdiocese of St. John's have felt the impact of a more 
rapidly changing social and economic environment in our province. In recent years, there has 
been a significant shift in our population to more urban areas. Added to this, we all recognize 
that we have an older population, much lower birth rates, and declining participation in 
Church activities. While we recognize and accept these realities, we must respond to these 
times and find new and creative ways to deliver the Church's message, the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
I wish, to the best of my ability, to respond to these realities by providing positive and 
proactive leadership in a fashion that strongly supports our ongoing mission. With that in 
mind, I have appointed a Strategic Planning Committee to review the issues facing our 
Archdiocese and to provide recommendations as to how to balance the Pastoral and 
Administrative dimensions related to them. The mandate of this committee is to create and 
sustain a vibrant, healthy, Catholic Community in the Archdiocese of St. John's. I have asked 
Mr. Vince Withers, a community leader, to lead this planning exercise. To help move this 
forward, we have assembled a knowledgeable and committed group of people to provide the 
oversight and advice on the steps that are necessary to meet the expectations and needs of 
our people, both now and in the future. 
 
Over the years there has been much work done by various other committees and groups on 
how to meet the needs of the people in our Archdiocese in the face of these realities. This 
committee will build on this work and consider new realities associated with the time in which 
we live. I will be asking the planning group to conduct their deliberations in a timely fashion 
while insuring that our stakeholder groups (our clergy and lay people, committees etc.) are 
involved and given a reasonable opportunity to share their thoughts and ideas on how best to 
proceed on this journey. This process will involve communications at several levels and many 
consultations and discussions will take place throughout our Archdiocese.  
 
As your Archbishop I want to emphasize the importance of this planning initiative, and am 
confident that it will result in a more proactive approach to the future needs of our Church. It 
is my belief and hope that your cooperative and generous participation in this planning 
exercise will result in a more collaborative and inclusive church. Together we can make a 
difference. 
 
In Mercy, 
 
 
Most Reverend Martin W. Currie, D.D. 
Archbishop of St. John’s 
 
 
The Members of the Strategic Planning Committee are as follows: 
Mr. Vince Withers    Rev. Paul Lundrigan 
Sister Elizabeth Davis, R.S.M.   Rev. Stephen Courtney, Chancellor 
Mr. Rex Anthony    Rev. Francis Puddister, VG    
Ms. Genevieve Dawson   Ms. Anne Walsh  
Mrs. Stephanie Colford    Mr. Brad Glynn  
Mr. Blair Trainor    Mr. Gerry Duggan  
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