






Preparing for the Year of Mercy 

-A Family Affair
A story from 

St. Patricb's Parish, Toronto 
When a Cardinal invites a parish to host 
a Holy Door for the Year of Mercy, the 
first thought in a pastor's mind is, 
"Where would we put it?" The second 
question is, "How do we make it 
'Holy'?" After consulting with our parish 
council and with some of our 
parishioners who are carpenters, it 
became clear that the Holy Door at St. 
Patrick's was not going to just happen 
with some flowers and a sign 
designating the door as special for the 
coming year. We knew that if we were 
going to do this, we were going to do 
this well. 

Our carpenters went straight to work on a basic design 
for our arched doorway, and materials were 
obtained. The design of the symbols on the door took 
on a number of elements that were available to us as 
parishioners of St. Patrick's Parish. The front of the 
door images the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, in a posture 
of welcoming and inviting all to enter through Him. On 
the back side of the door, as typical to many Holy 
Doors, Mary, takes an prominent place as see 
accompanies us on the road of discipleship. Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help is figured in the design as St. 
Patrick's is the National Shrine to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help, and we celebrate the 150th Year of 
devotions and public veneration of the Icon in 
Rome. Below the Icon is the logo and motto of the 
Redemptorists, who have served at St. Patrick's Church 
since the year 1881. As one enters the door, the 
following words are inscribed along the side of the door, 
"Open the gates of justice and we shall enter giving 
thanks to the Lord. JESUS is the Door!" The Vatican 
Coat of Arms figures above the entrance to the Holy 
Door. 
As one can appreciate, the construction of the door was 
the easy part of the creation of our Holy Door. The 
detail of burning the images with the wood burning pen 
would take patience, detail and creativity. Two of our 
carpenters had just the crew that could help with the 
creativity of the project. Several families came out each 
night over the span of several weeks to give time to 
work on the door. It was an opportunity to gather 
people from the community, both young and old, to 
place their mark, faith, and love into this door. It 
became a teaching moment for our children who of 
course had several questions about the door, it's 
purpose and the meaning it would make in the lives of 
all who entered it over the coming year. Every day, 
since the blessing of the door in December 2015, 
pilgrims come from across the city and beyond, to enter 
our door. Each weekend we welcome at least one or 
two pilgrimage buses to visit the Holy Door. In our 
simple tour, we share the story about the door, its 
creation and impact that it has made upon the families 
in the parish community. This has truly been a gift for 
our parish, but it has also been an important 
catechetical moment for our children who have had 
"hands-on" experience of not only understanding this 
Year of Mercy more concretely, but who know that they 
have helped to contribute to the life of the parish and 
the lives of all who visit here each day. 
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For more on Holy doors visit: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNhZQyIXufc 
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