






STORING OR GIVING AWAY? 

IT'S YOUR CHOICE 

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH REACHES OUT! 

On February 4, the Corpus Christi Parish community 

welcomed a Syrian family. 

The greeting at the airport was rather anticlimactic. 

After a successful fundraising drive where we raised 

$22,000 in three weeks, to a rapid deployment to rent an 

apartment and furnish it, we tried to anticipate our 

family's every need and no detail was left unchecked. A 

small group gathered at the airport in nervous 

anticipation on a mild, but windy Thursday evening to 

meet our family. Since we got there an hour before the 

flight was supposed to arrive, we sipped coffee and 

discussed last minute details, one of our group decided 

to go check the arrivals board and much to our surprise 

the plane had landed early. We rushed to the arrivals 

area to find our family bewildered, but happy. 

Gassan, Hene and their three daughters age 6, 4 & 2 had 

travelled from a refugee camp in Turkey to Montreal and 

then to St. John's. 

Hence we started our fabulous journey as we help the 

Mohamed family settle into life in Newfoundland. 

Corpus Christi has a large volunteer group who have 

helped get things ready and we have a small group of 

about 8 which we call our primary contacts which help 

the family on a day to day basis. A lot has been 

accomplished in the last three months. All the family's 

medical needs have been attended to. The oldest girl 

transitioned to school very quickly and the parents have 

started English language training (ESL) at the Association 

for New Canadians. 

We have the family set up financially with banking and 

bill payments, they know how to use their debit card. 

They have been introduced to the grocery stores and 

now do their own shopping. The father attends Mosque 

regularly. One of the more interesting aspects is 

introducing the family to Newfoundland culture and 

helping them socialize. We have had a lot of fun at play 

parks, bowling alleys, swimming pools, hockey games etc. 

All in all, it has been a fabulous experience. Visit our 
parish: www. corpuschristikilbride. com 

FOR MORE, click here: www.rcsj.org
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