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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY-The parable of the widow and the unjust judge
LuRe 18:1-8
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. He said, 'In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had
respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying,
"Grant me justice against my opponent." For a while he refused; but later he said to
himself, "Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming." ' And the Lord said, 'Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay
long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?'
REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
Who represents God in this story? We are sort of pre-conditioned to jump to the
conclusion that it's the judge. Why? Perhaps some of us have an image of God as a
judge. But the judge in this story can't be God! The judge in this story is unjust . He
doesn't care about people and he has no regard for God. He is impatient and has no
compassion. That's not our God! Our God is patient and compassionate. God loves us
and wants what is right. So ... what's your conclusion? It's the widow who represents
God in this story! Like the widow, God is persistent. God will never give up on you.
God loves you. God made a commitment to you when you were baptized, and God will
never forget that commitment. We might choose to walk away, but God will never
leave us, forget us, or walk away from us. Like the widow, God wants us to do what is
right. God wants us to offer justice, especially to people who are oppressed or
struggling, poor or lacking human dignity. This is Good News. And the story goes even
deeper. Because you and I are made in the image and likeness of this God, we are
called to love in the same way. We are called to be persistent in our love and
commitment, to advocate for justice and to stand with the poor and the oppressed.
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
ST. GERARD MAJELLA, CSsR
PATRON OF EXPECTANT MOTHERS,
AND OF THOSE WISHING TO BE PARENTS

October 16 th is the day on which the Church remembers and honours St. Gerard Majella. St. Gerard
Majella is the patron of expectant mothers. He was born in 1726 in Muro Lucano, Italy. Majella grew up
in poverty. His father was a tailor, but Gerard was only 12 years old when his father passed away. Once
Gerard began earning money as a journeyman tailor, he shared his earnings with his mother and also with
the poor of Muro. He applied to the Capuchin monastery at Muro twice, but was turned down both times.
Gerard was told his poor health meant that he was not strong enough to share their life. But Gerard
did not give up.
In 1749, Gerard attended a parish mission preached by the Redemptorists (the Congregation of the
Most Holy Redeemer) in Muro. He was really drawn by what he heard and saw there, but his mother
refused to let him join this band of preachers. She locked him in the house. That night, he knotted his
bedsheets together, climbed out of his window, and went to join the Redemptorists. Three years later
he professed vows of Poverty, Chasity, Obedience and Perseverance as a Redemptorist brother. Gerard
stayed close to the poor and worked very many different jobs-- sacristan, gardener, porter, infirmarian,
and tailor. Because of his great piety, extraordinary wisdom, and his gift of reading hearts, he also
advised and counselled communities of religious women. Gerard was often called on by the poor and the
sick. Wherever his presence was demanded he graciously presented himself. He was there to "do the
Will of God." Throughout his life, God worked several miracles through Gerard, including restoring a
boy's life after he fell from a high cliff; blessing a poor farmer's crops, ridding the field of mice;
blessing a poor family's supply of wheat, causing it to last until the next harvest; and he multiplied
bread for the poor on several occasions.
Gerard's last recorded miracle is one that many give a reason for his later being named the patron of
expectant mothers. Shortly before his death, Gerard encountered a young girl. He had dropped his
handkerchief and she set out to return it, only to be told to keep it. Gerard told her she "may need it
someday." Years after Majella's passing, the young girl became married and with child. She
unexpectedly went into labour and was on the verge of losing her baby. She called for Gerard's
handkerchief to be applied to her. Almost immediately, her pain ceased and she proceeded to give birth
to a healthy child.
His prayers are sought for the children, unborn children, women in childbirth, mothers, expectant
mothers, motherhood, falsely accused people, good confessions and Muro Lucano, Italy.
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