BUILDERS OF GOD'S KINGDOM
Each member of the Church has something to offer in building the kingdom of God. The best places
to do this are in our own homes and wherever we play, work or meet others. The Kingdom is not
about where we serve but how. Jesus came to show us the way, and to show us ways of being
actively engaged in the work of the kingdom.

•
•
•
•

We build the bingdom of Ciod by acting justly, loving tenderly, and walbing
humbly with our Ciod.
Individuals and families are strengthened by activity in the Church.
We can mabe our contribution by serving willingly wherever we are.
When we give, we receive bacb much more than we gave away in the first
place.
HOW ARE YOU A KINGDOM-BUILDER?

ON EACH STONE BELOW, WRITE ONE CHARACTERISTIC OF A KINGDOM BUILDER

Subscribe to our weekly Family Resource by email:

familycatecheSiS@rcSj.org

BUILDING THE KINGDOM ONE HEART AT A TIME
MINISTRY AT HER MAJESTY'S PENITENTIARY
GERRY PHELAN, CHAPLAIN
He looked like something out of a teen magazine. His
hair was blond and styled with a shave close to his
head; his eyes were baby blue, and pushed at you,
grabbing attention. He was more like a movie star or
a pop singer, not someone sharing a cell in HMP.

THERE ARE MANY KINDS
OF PRISONS
NOT ALL OF THEM HAVE
WALLS OR BARS
What are some of the "prisons"
that you have seen or know of?
How do you free people from
some of these prisons in your
everyday life?
Have you ever been imprisoned?
Were you freed? How? By
whom?

Nate is only 20. He has never been in trouble before,
but admitted his life was spiraling out of control. He
had spent his three years of high school taking care
of his ill-mother. Every day, after school, while
others were involved in sports or partying, Nate was
home, tending to mom. And he didn't mind at all. He
had no regrets.
Lately, he had been living in the basement of a
friend's house, and really had no one. His eyes
opened wide, as he described the talk of drugs and
beatings and stuff in the small range he was being
held in, while he awaited a court date next week. He
was, frankly, scared. So much so, that every time I
tried to end the conversation, he would find another
topic, just to stay in the safety of my presence. He
didn't cry but wanted to. He didn't shout with his
voice, but he was from within. He wanted a bible and
a cross, and a promise I would get him off the range
again. I did all three, and will continue to see him.
I also hear, almost daily now, from inmates who have
made their way to the outside, but have chosen to
stay in touch. One writes, "I prayed for work and he
answered my prayer. I'm so happy."
Another checks in every so often. "Have a good night
Jerry. I'm so happy to have a friend as good as you
. are. Take care."

©2016 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St.
John's. All Rights Reserved.

Visit us at: www.rcsj.org

