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Matthew 4:12-23
As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee,
he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the lake-for they were fishermen.
And he said to them, 'Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.'
Immediately they left their nets and followed him.
As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John,
in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.
Jesus went throughout Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

"Follow me,
and I will make you fish for people."

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
You probably noticed before that Jesus called these first four disciples in pairs. Did you ever
realize before that they were two pairs of brothers? Peter and Andrew were brothers. James and
John were brothers. This is a really important point for families to ponder, think about, pray about
and talk about. Jesus speaks to us and calls to us in the middle of our everyday lives. Jesus
speaks in the midst of and through the ordinary events of daily life in our families.
"Sure, sure," you say. It's easy to see Jesus when a child makes a gift for Dad. It's easy to see
Jesus when things are going well. It's easy to recognize Jesus in the joyful visits of grandparents.
But what about in the more challenging times? Jesus is there, too! Maybe Jesus is especially
there. When there is sickness in the family, and siblings struggle to care for an aging mother or
father, Jesus is there. He is present in the love that these children show, and in the love the parent
has poured out over a lifetime. When one family member struggles and makes things difficult for
the others, Jesus is there in the patience and the hard work that love sometimes requires. Love is
not always easy, and Jesus showed us that when he was sometimes rejected, and when he
suffered and even died. Today, we hear that Jesus calls families. How is Jesus calling you? What
is he offering? How will you respond?

Visit @ www.rcsj.org
©2017 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John's. All Rights Reserved.

YOU ASKED ...
What does the Church have to say about people who are differently obied?
Did you know that, on July 17, 2000, the Roman Catholic Church published THE PERSON
WITH DISABILITIES: THE DUTIES OF THE CIVIL AND ECCLES/AL COMMUNITY.
Here are some of the important principles contained within that document:
•
•

•

•

•

•

The richness of a person with disability is a constant challenge to the Church
and society to open to the mystery such persons present.
The person with disabilities has rights and duties like every other individual.

Any violation of the fundamental principle of equality, any discrimination or
negatively differentiated treatment of persons with disabilities ... is a violation
of this person's human rights.

Every form of active commitment to help the person with disabilities and his/her
family context helps to improve the quality of life.

The Church should work to propose - in all her activity of formation, liturgy and
solidarity - a positive image of the person'with disabilities. The concept of
charity must be lived to the full, remembering that the person with disabilities
must be an active subject in a relationship of love and not only the object of
charitable actions.

The Church must be on guard to protect the guarantee of health-assistance, in
particular she must work to ensure that investments in the field of prevention are
respectful of the right to life of every person with a disability.

• The Church should promote a large scale social movement to remove all physical
barriers and obstacles which impede access to communication and information
beginning from within the Church herself: this entails not only removing
architectonic barriers in churches, but also the diffusion of suitable means to
allow every person with disabilities to live the life of the Church (translations in
Braille; handbooks special prepared for persons with learning difficulties;
celebrations accompanied by interpreters for the deaf; the use of a suitable
terminology in the ambit of ecclesial information bodies ... ). In particular the
Church should ensure maximum accessibility to her immense artistic heritage
and numerous structures of accommodation for pilgrims including the people
with disabilities.
•

The Church must assume the task of representing in all political areas the
interests of those persons unable to defend their rights in their own.
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