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John 20:1-9
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 'They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.' Then Peter and the other disciple set out
and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead.
REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
Who was the first evangelizer? Today's Gospel makes it very clear-it was Mary Magdalene!
When Mary saw the proof that Jesus had been raised from the dead-- when she saw that the tomb
in which Jesus had been buried was now empty and the stone rolled away-she ran to tell Peter
and the other disciples.
The angels asked Mary a very important question: "Why do you look for the living among the
dead?" Put yourself in front of the angels, in the place where Mary Magdalene stood. Imagine the
angel asking you, "Why do you look for the living among the dead?" We all do it. Sometimes we
stay in broken relationships too long, and they bring only death. Sometimes we listen to or pass on
gossip that only causes the death of someone's reputation or good name. Sometimes we hang on
to a bad self-image, knowing that there's no life in it, but unsure where to go next, where to look
for help.
Jesus is not in the tomb, He does not dwell among the dead. This is why Mary Magdalene runs
away from the tomb and towards the friends of Jesus. She runs to share with them the Good
News that life has won out over death. We can be bearers of the same Good News. Every time we
share a smile with someone who is hurting, every time we pay a compliment instead of tearing
someone down, life wins. Every time we face adversity, but stand up and take a step forward, life
wins. Jesus wins.
Be a Mary Magdalene. Run away from the tomb and share the Good News that life has conquered
death, and always will.
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YOU ASKED...
Did I hear that Pope Francis is restructuring some of the offices of the Vatican?
The new dicastery (a Vatican department) for the Laity, Family and Life consolidates the
work of the previous Pontifical Council for the Laity and the Pontifical Council for the
Family.
The new dicastery has responsibility for:

A healthy family life
requires frequent use of three phrases:
"May I? Thank you, and I'm sorry"

• the promotion of life
and
• the apostolate of the lay faithful
"never, never, never end the day
without making peace."
• the pastoral care of the family and its
mission according to God 1 s plan:
o promote family pastoral ministry
o protect the dignity and well-being of the family based on the sacrament of
marriage
o promote the rights and responsibility of the family in the Church and in civil
society, so that the family institution may be increasingly able to perform its
functions in both ecclesial and social contexts
monitor the activity of the Catholic institutes, associations, movements and
organisations, both national and international, which aim to serve the good of
the family
o offer guidelines for courses preparing couples for marriage and for pastoral
programmes to support families, with special attention to the poor and the
marginalised
encourage openness of families to adoption and fostering of children and
care for the elderly, with a presence also in civil institutions in support of
these practices
• the protection and support of human life:
o support and coordinate activities to encourage responsible procreation and
the protection of human life from conception to natural end, bearing in mind
the needs of the person in the different phases of development
o promote and encourage organisations and associations helping women and
families to welcome and protect the gift of life, especially in the case of
difficult pregnancies, and to prevent recourse to abortion
support programmes and initiatives intended to help women who have
terminated a pregnancy
o on the basis of Catholic moral doctrine and the teaching of the Church, it will
study and promote formation on the main issues of biomedicine and of the
law regarding human life
Pope Francis
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