LIVING FAITH
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Luke 24:13-35
The Walk to Emmaus
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes
were kept from recognizing him ... As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 'Stay with us, because
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.' So he went in to stay with them. When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each
other, 'Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us?' That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they
found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, 'The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!' Then they told what had happened on the road, and how
he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
"Stay with us ..." How often we think about how easy it must have been for the disciples. They had
seen Jesus. They met with him, walked with him, talked with him. But today's Gospel tells a very
interesting story. Even after three years of discipleship, being with Jesus day in and day out, the
disciples did not recognize him when he appeared to them on the evening of his Resurrection.
Jesus continues to appear to us today, to be present to us on the roads of our lives. What keeps
us from recognizing him? Perhaps one of the deepest truths, the one to which we find it really hard
to admit, is that we do not see Jesus because we do not expect to see him! Jesus is among us,
walking right beside us. We find him in the faces of our children and in the words of our elders. He
is made known to us in the beauty of the sunrise and in the wild winter storms that buffet our
coasts. He is present in the joys of our lives. He is just as truly present in the sorrows and
difficulties we face. Jesus is God-with-us, always and everywhere. In a very special way, he is
present to us in and through the Sacraments.
Look for Jesus. Seek him. He is there, walking right beside you, though your eyes, like the eyes of
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, may be kept from recognizing him.
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BAPTISM
Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit,
and the door which gives access to the other sacraments.
( Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1213)

Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, as a group of three Sacraments, are called the "Sacraments of
Initiation." A Sacrament is a visible sign of God's presence, God's activity in our lives, in the Church and in
our world. But it goes beyond that! Sacraments not only show us what God is like and what God wills for
us; Sacraments also make that happen!
So, what does Baptism say to us about the God we believe in? Three things jump readily to mind.

1. Baptism (together with Confirmation and Eucharist) tells us that God wants each and every one of
us to belong-first of all, to God! Second of all, God wants us to belong to one another, to care for
each other and to form a community of faith with other believers. God is a family-Father, Son and
Holy Spirit-and God gives us the grace, in these Sacraments of Initiation, to form human families
that continue to reveal God's love to the world.
2. Baptism also tells us that our purpose in life is to know, love and serve God in all kinds of ways, but
especially through one another.
3. The prayers of Baptism tell us something really important about how God looks at us. One of the
prayers of Baptism tells us clearly that the love of a mother and father for their child is the clearest
picture we have of God's love for us. The prayer goes like this:
God is the giver of all life, human and divine. ... You are the
first teachers of your child in the ways of faith. May you also
be the best of teachers, bearing witness to that faith in all you
say and do.
To find out more about this great gift of God and how you can celebrate it in your life, contact your pastor or
other pastoral leader.
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