LIVING FAITH

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 10:1-10
'Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by
another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them,
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.' Jesus used this figure of
speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, 'Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
What a beautiful image Jesus gives us in today's Gospel. He describes himself as the gate for the
sheep. He lets friends in and keeps dangers out. He opens to invite and closes to protect.
You and I are the hands and feet of Jesus in the world today. We are gates for others. How do we
do this? First of all, we are gates for others when we let them in, when we welcome them and
make them feel at home. We are gates when we welcome people to our homes. We are gates
when we make newcomers feel welcome in our churches, inviting them to get involved and use
their gifts. We are gates when we help new immigrants or people who may be new to our
communities get used to things, and to the way we do things. Older people can be gates for the
young when we let go of things that we've been doing for years in order to make room for them.
Younger people can be gates for older folks when we introduce them to some of our new
technology, and show them how to use it to stay in touch with their loved ones and the world.
Be a gate. Be the means by which Jesus brings abundant life to the people around you and to the
world.
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YOU ASKED...
CONFIRMATION
gentleness,
and self-control

---=-

I was Confirmed when I was 14, and I learned that Confirmation is a Sacrament of
Christian maturity. Now, I see children being Confirmed before First Communion. I
don't understand. What's up with that?
The Archdiocese of St. John's, and an increasing number of dioceses and parishes in Canada
and other places, have restored the order of the celebration of the sacraments of
Confirmation and Eucharist. This means, quite simply, that it becomes standard policy for
Catholics who were baptized in infancy to receive Confirmation before First Communion,
not after.
Why do they call it "restored" order?
During the first five hundred years or so of the history of the Roman Catholic Church (and
still today in the Christian churches of the East), it was always the case that the sacraments
of Christian initiation were celebrated in an invariable sequence: Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist. And it was almost always the case that all three sacraments were celebrated
together at the same time, even with infants.
Following the lead of official documents that were issued by the Church after the Second
Vatican Council, more and more places are restoring this original order to the celebration of
the sacraments of Christian initiation.
Isn't Confirmation a sacrament of maturity that should come after First Communion as
a ch,1d grows older?
Not really. Confirmation is actually the completion of Baptism (by the full gift of the Holy
Spirit). To celebrate Confirmation requires nothing more by way of age-appropriate maturity
than to receive the Eucharist. Remember, there is a legitimate, parallel practice in Eastern
churches of fully initiating even infants with all three sacraments.
The maturity that is required for receiving any of the sacraments of Christian initiation is
only what is age-appropriate. The Church expects interior dispositions of readiness, such as
understanding freedom, that are realistic at any given age, nothing more.
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