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THE WORD OF GOD TODAY
John 14:1-12
'Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there
are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am
going.' Thomas said to him, 'Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the
way?' Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him.'
Philip said to him, 'Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied. 'Jesus said to him, 'Have I
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, "Show us the Father"? Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these,
because I am going to the Father.
REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
"I am the way." Did you ever stop to think about how these words of Jesus apply to us? People
often think that Jesus will be there when we get to our destination, when we get that diploma, take
that vacation, buy that house, achieve that milestone. Others think that Jesus dwells in the past, in
the lovely memories of friends, of family, and of times long gone. Neither of these are really true.
Today, Jesus tells us that He is the way, that He is the road itself. He is how we get to our
destination.
The early Christians first called themselves "The Way." They saw themselves not only followers of
Jesus, but the road to Him, the way that others learned about and got to know Him. How
wonderful it would be if we saw ourselves as "The Way!" Wouldn't it be a wonderful thing if we
really realized that we are the way by which others come to God. We bring our loved ones, our co
workers, our friends, our neighbours and-yes-even our enemies, to God. Wouldn't we think
differently about ourselves and our role, our place in God's great, continuing story?
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YOU ASKED....
THE EUCHARIST
The holy Eucharist completes Christian initiation. Those who have been raised to the
dignity of the royal priesthood by Baptism and configured more deeply to Christ by
Confirmation participate with the whole community in the Lord's own sacrifice by
means of the Eucharist. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1322)
What does the Catholic Church teach about the Eucharist?
The Catholic Church teaches that Jesus Christ is literally, not symbolically, present in
the Holy Eucharist-body, blood, soul and divinity. This is called the doctrine of the
Real Presence.
What does "Eucharist" mean?
Eucharist actually means "to give thanks." In the Eucharist, we give thanks. That's
what we do. What's more important is what God does in the Eucharist.

What does God do in the Eucharist?
Jesus said, 11 '! am the living bread which came down from heaven; if any one eats of
this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the
world is my flesh.' (John 6:51). At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, our
Saviour instituted the Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 1323). He gave us His Body and Blood; whenever we "do this in
memory of Him," He is present. When we receive the Eucharist, we receive Him, are
nourished by Him, and become more and more like Him. Thus, we go forward to be His
Hands and feet in the world, as missionary disciples.
"The Eucharist is 'the source and summit of the Christian life; 'The other sacraments,
and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of the apostolate, are bound up with
the Eucharist and are oriented toward it." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1324)

This is why we celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation in this order-Baptism,
Confirmation, Eucharist-because Eucharist is the summit, toward which all other
Sacraments flow.
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Thank you to Catherine Jordan for her submission this week!

