LIVING FAITH

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 'Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?' And they said, 'Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah,
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.' He said to them, 'But who do you say that I am?'
Simon Peter answered, 'You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.' And Jesus answered
him, 'Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.' Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.
REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL

Who do you say that Jesus is? That is perhaps the most important question
that every person of faith has to answer. We can learn what the Church
teaches. We can read what history has to say on the subject. We can go to
other people and gather their opinions, thoughts, and insights. But, ultimately,
each person has to answer this question in his or her own way. Who do you say
that Jesus is? How have you come to know Jesus Christ? And how has your I ife
been changed because you know Jesus Christ?
There is a great deal of difference between knowing about somebody and
knowing somebody. How do we really get to know Jesus, rather than just know
about Him? You can pray. You can reflect on His Word at Mass, and receive His
Body and Blood in the Eucharist. You can look at your life, and ask Jesus to
show you how and where He has been most present in your past, so that you
might more readily recognize Him in the present. You can also practice seeing
Him in the people you meet each day, for each one bears the face of Christ.
What works best for you?
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WHO DO YOU SAY THAT YOU ARE?
Use these starting points to have good family and friend discussion about how
we see ourselves and others: as we grow through our life journey:

If you could be
friends with
any famous
person in
history, who
would it be and
why?

Talk about a
personal
accomplishment
you are very proud
of...
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Share a
characteristic
you admire in
others ...
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What would you
like to be
•
better at?
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Describe what
your perfect
vacation would •'
be
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Describe sometime
somebody could do
for you that would
make you very
happy...
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Share about
something you
would like to do in
your life ...

I am good
at ....

Describe a
compliment
you received
from another
person
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Talk about three
things in your
life you are
most grateful
for...

Where is a place you
visited that is most
memorable to you?
I feel best
when...
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Share a
compliment
with the
people you are
having this
conversation.

My favorite
time of year
IS ...

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?

Today, Jesus asks this question of the disciples and of us.
In the Gospels, there are seven times that Jesus uses the phrase "I am ... "
to tell us something important about himself.

T'he seven
''I AM''
statements

of Jesus,

Today, who do you say that Jesus is?
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