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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 

Matthew 18: 15-20 

'If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 

two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you 

are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 

confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to 

them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such 

a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done 

for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 

there among them.' 
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REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

In the Gospel today, Jesus gives us some pretty sound advice about how to get along 

with people in a community. We belong to many different communities-families, staffs, 

groups of friends, social clubs, sports teams and school groups, for example. So, what do 

you do if someone causes a problem? The advice of Jesus is pretty simple-don't do 

anything at a higher level than can be addressed at a lower level. So, if a neighbour 

gossips about you, do you go right to the community council? No! If we listen to Jesus, 

the first course of action is to take it up with your neighbour, one on one. There is a great 

lesson in this. All too often, we just don't talk to each other. Sometimes we assume the 

worst, and we don't give one another the credit or respect we deserve. Quite often, just 

talking it out-- seeking to understand, rather than be understood-- works. If-and only if

you can't get it resolved in this way, then Jesus recommends other courses of action. 

Talking to one another-what a great idea! Seek first to understand, rather than to be 

understood. 
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