


World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation: September 1

Pope Francis instituted the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, which will be 

on September 1 annually. It will coincide with a similar celebration previously 

established by Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. 

It is therefore also a day of ecumenical prayer. In his letter addressed to the President 

of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace and the President of the Pontifical 

Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity, the Holy Father wrote: "As Christians we 

wish to contribute to resolving the ecological crisis which humanity is presently 

experiencing. In doing so, we must first rediscover in our own rich spiritual patrimony 

the deepest motivations for our concern for the care of creation." On the website of the 

Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, there are already some resources in 

connection with the Pope's Encyclical, Laudato Si' (Praise Be To You), on the care of 

our common home. At the end of the Encyclical is found the following prayer: 

A family Prayer: Praying in the words of Pope Francis 

God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for 
all the creatures of this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your 
sight. Enlighten those who possess power and money that they may 
avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, 
advance the weak, and care for this world in which we live. The poor 
and the earth are crying out. 0 Lord, seize us with your power and 
light, help us to protect all life, to prepare for a better future, for the 
coming of your Kingdom of justice, peace, love and beauty. Praise be to 
you! 

Amen. 

source: www.cccb.ca 

List some images of ways we can better care for Creation this week: 
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