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'For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his 

vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he 

said to them, "You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right." So they went. When he 

went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five o'clock he went out 

and found others standing around; and he said to them, "Why are you standing here idle all day?" They 

said to him, "Because no one has hired us." He said to them, "You also go into the vineyard." When 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, "Call the labourers and give them their 

pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first." When those hired about five o'clock came, each 

of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 

but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against 

the landowner, saying, "These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat." But he replied to one of them, "Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and 

go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?" So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.' 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

Jesus teaches in parables in order to give us glimpses of what God is like. In this parable, 

Jesus offers us a picture of a generous God, who pours out abundant love and mercy. 

This kind of love can be difficult to understand or even grasp, because we see it so rarely. 

It is unconditional. The landowner, who represents God in the story, makes a constant 

choice to offer love us and respond to even our smallest steps by running the rest of the 

way toward us. 

This is the love of our God, and we are called to "do likewise." Acting like the God we 

meet in this story means loving generously, without counting the cost. Acting like God 

means loving in a way that might seem crazy to others, but means everything to the one 

who experiences the love, the mercy, the forgiveness, the generosity of the one on the 

receiving end. 
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