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Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 'Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to
pay taxes to the emperor, or not?' But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 'Why are you
putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.' And they
brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, 'Whose head is this, and whose
title?' They answered, 'The emperor's.' Then he said to them, 'Give therefore to the
emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's.'

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
'Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are
God's.' There has been a lot of debate on this Gospel passage. Many people read have
understood Jesus in this passage to be making a distinction between two spheres: one
sphere relating to Caesar and the matters of this world, and the other sphere relating to
God and matters of God's world, with the conclusion that we should recognise and
respect what belongs to each sphere. We are to respect the secular, or civil, sphere ("give
to the emperor the things that are the emperor's"), and also respect the religious sphere
("Give to God the things that are God's").
The keen reader of this passage will realize that Jesus' answer satisfied those who only
listened on the surface, while it raised a more pressing question for the person listening
with the ears of faith- For the person of faith, can the secular and the sacred really be
separated? The answer, of course, if "no." If we see with eyes of faith, we see all of life
through those eyes. Faith colours how we see and how we respond. So, the Christian
must give to the emperor, or the state, what must rightfully be given, but what is God's?
Everything.
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World Mission Sunday 2017

October 22, 2017
World Mission Sunday is a day set aside for the Catholic Church throughout the world to
publicly renew its commitment to the missionary movement. It is celebrated on the third
Sunday of October every year. It was created by Pope Pius XI in 1926 as the day of
prayer and propaganda of missions. www.cccb.ca

MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS
FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2017
(An exerpt)

Mission at the heart of the Christian faith

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Once again this year, World Mission Day gathers us around the person of Jesus, "the very
first and greatest evangelizer" (Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 7), who continually sends us
forth to proclaim the Gospel of the love of God the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit.
This Day invites us to reflect anew on the mission at the heart of the Christian faith. The
Church is missionary by nature; otherwise, she would no longer be the Church of Christ,
but one group among many others that soon end up serving their purpose and passing
away. So it is important to ask ourselves certain questions about our Christian identity and
our responsibility as believers in a world marked by confusion, disappointment and
frustration, and torn by numerous fratricidal wars that unjustly target the innocent. What is
the basis of our mission? What is the heart of our mission? What are the essential
approaches we need to take in carrying out our mission?
FRANCIS

A Reflection for Families:
This week, what are some very tangible and practical ways we can proclaim the Gospel of
the love of God the Father.
Name and share some very practical way we can support the Church's Mission in our
community...
View more about World Mission Sunday here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzsjTdLorn0

Watch a reflection from Pope Francis here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2k-tn0Lepw

Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource by e-mail: familycatechesis@rcsj.org

View this short video about St. Kateri here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-avAU1UVkA

