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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
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When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 'Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?' He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind." This is the greatest and
first commandment. And a second is like it: "You shall love your neighbour as yourself." On
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.'

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
Once again, in the Gospel reading presented for us this Sunday, Jesus does not answer the
question posed to him by those who wished to trick him. They wanted Jesus to tell them
which commandment is the greatest. Jesus tells them that there are two "Greatest
Commandments," which cannot be separated. "You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind," and, "You shall love your
neighbour as yourself." In other words, love of God and love of neighbour cannot be
separated.
We love God best by loving our neighbour. People often think of love as an emotion, a warm
feeling. That can be true, of course, but what happens when the warm feeling wears off, or
when things get difficult? Does that mean that we love less, or that the love is less real?
The truth is that love is a decision. Love is a decision that we make every day, in a
thousand small ways. How do you know that I love you? I can tell you, but that doesn't
necessarily mean a lot. You really know that I love you when I do loving things for you and
with you; when I choose to spend time with you, when I cook breakfast for you, or drop you a
note in the middle of the day, when I drive you to school or take your cloths out of the
washer and put them into the dryer for you. How do we grow in love? We grow in love by
doing loving things.
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ALL SAINTS (ALL HALLOWS)
AND ALL SOULS
FOR FAMILIES... THIS WEEK WE CELEBRATE
11

Halloween11 translates as the 11 Eve of All Hallows," a holy day celebrating the day
before All Sain ts Day, a celebration of the communion of saints, those people we
believe are in heaven , through good works and God's grace."
All Sain ts' Day is celebrated the first day of November while All Souls' Day is
celebrated November 2.
On All Sain ts' Day there's a call to live as sain ts, to remind us how we're supposed to
live.
On All Souls' Day, we're talking about all souls and asking God's mercy for them. We
pray for those who have died before us, and their process of getting to heaven,
through Christ.
On this day many of our parishes display the Book of the Dead to allow parishioners
to write the names of relatives to be remembered. This book is "placed near the
altar" and kept there during the month of November
All Souls' Day is a commemoration of the faithfully departed. This November, as a
family, write down the names of the faithful departed in your family and place in a
special spot in your home. We can pray for our deceased members in a special way
durin g November. "Halloween" is a contraction of the old English words "All Hallows Evening,"
which means "the night preceding the feast of the saints."

Subscribe to our weekly resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

A video about this sacrament can be viewed here: http://bustedhalo.com/video/anointing-of-the-sick-who-its-for

A short video about Fr. Frederic can be viewed here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA4mCbdcjYw

