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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 2:22-40
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
'Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.'
And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 'This child is destined for the falling and the rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed-and a sword will pierce your own soul too.'
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty
four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was
upon him.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Hannah and Simeon, two very holy elders, are remembered for one thing-they blessed
the baby Jesus and his young parents. In doing this, they tell us about our God, who
blesses us. And they tell us what our jobs are-like our God and like Hannah and Simeon,
you and I are called to bless one another.
We bless others when we encourage them. We bless others when we help them to
recognize their gifts, and then use these gifts in serving others.
• Who has blessed you?
• How can you bless another person today?
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The archdiocese of St. John’s has begun the exciting and challenging process of implementing our renewal plan, “ A
Promise of New Life . . . Courage to Renew.” For more information please contact Peter Whittle, Renewal Plan
Coordinator
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