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Pastoral Care : The Roman Catholic Perspective
Continuing the mission of Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, the
Church in the Archdiocese of St. John’s strives to centre its love
and concern on those who need it most. From this perspective,
Pastoral Care involves:
Promotion of healthy behaviours and practices, Prevention of unhealthy
behaviours or practices, Care and counselling for people in crisis, Advocacy for
those who are voiceless or who may not be heard, Pastoral Care is especially, but
not exclusively, addressed to the elderly, the young, the imprisoned, those who
suffer in mind, body or spirit, whatever their age, their families, friends and
caregivers .
The Archdiocese of St. John’s provides Pastoral Care to people in the following
facilities: Health Sciences Centre, Janeway Children's Hospital , Waterford
Hospital St. Clare's Mercy Home, St. Patrick's Mercy Home, St. John's Long-Term
Care Facility, The Leonard A. Miller Centre, Chancellor Park, Agnes Pratt Home,
St. Luke's Home, Glenbrook Lodge
Outside the city of St. John’s, through its parishes, the Archdiocese provides
Pastoral Care for: Placentia Hospital , Lion's Manor, Placentia Burin Peninsula
Health Care Complex, Grand Bank Health Care Centre, US Memorial Hospital St.
Lawrence, Blue Crest Nursing Home, Grand Bank and Various other long-term
care facilities throughout the rural areas of the Archdiocese
Pastoral Care is supported each year through contributions received to the
Archbishop's Appeal and Annual Dinner and Auction. 2018 marks the tenth year
of these events. Your support is greatly appreciated!

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
JOHN 3:14-21

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe
in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For
all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in
God.’
TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
At hockey games, if you look closely around the spectators, you will often
see somebody holding up a sign that reads: “John 3:16.” Did you ever
wonder what that means? John 3:16 is a passage from Scripture! It is in
today’s Gospel—“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal
life.”

The Stations of the Cross is a Lenten devotion that offers witness to Jesus’ Passion and Death.
At each station we use our senses and our imagination to reflect prayerfully upon Jesus’
suffering, Death, and Resurrection, and to simply experience the visual images to reflect on
Christ’s love for us. As a family color and reflect on each station
as we journey through Lent. Keep each week to complete a family set.

LAUDATO SI’
POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
LOOKING AT CHAPTER TWO
THE GOSPEL OF CREATION

Station IX: Jesus Falls the
Third Time

Station X: Jesus is
stripped of His
clothes

Pope Francis realizes that that many Catholic Christians feel that concern
for the environment and good environmental stewardship is secondary or
tangential to living out the faith, In this chapter, he tries to address this false
and dangerous understanding of Christian living. He shows how our faith
convictions can and should motivate Christians to assume their
responsibility as caretakers of creation.
Pope Francis says that Science has a role to play in the conversation about
the future of the world. Our Faith has a role to play in this conversation as
well. To make this argument, Pope Francis begins by highlighting the many
biblical narratives that speak of the love and wisdom of a God who is
Creator and sustainer of all Creation. The biblical narratives, he says,
“suggests that human life is grounded in three fundamental and close
intertwined relationships: with God, with our neighbor, and with earth
itself” (66). Pope Francis shows us how everything is connected in God’s
great design of Creation, and how all of us have a role to play in fostering
these connections.
Pope Francis ends this chapter by turning to Jesus, the model of
tenderness and care, in touch with people and all of nature.
TO PONDER AND DISCUSS:

Station XI:
Jesus is
nailed to the
Cross
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•
Do you think that Pope Francis’ explanation of the connectedness of
all things in God’s creation is helpful for us at this moment in human
development?
•
How can we become more like Jesus in our understanding of the
interconnectedness of all creation?

