
LIVING 

FAITH 
April 8, 2018 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 

JOHN 20:19-31 

Second Sunday 
of Easter 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. JOHN'S 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, 'Peace be with you.' After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 'Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.' When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.' 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 'We have seen the Lord.' But 
he said to them, 'Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.' 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, 'Peace be with you.' Then he said to Thomas, 'Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.' Thomas answered him, 'My Lord and my God!' Jesus said to him, 
'Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe.' 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 

Thomas often gets a bad name when people re-tell this story. We call him 

"Doubting Thomas." But we can understand Thomas. The other disciples had 

seen Jesus while he was out of the room. He wanted to see Jesus, too. Aren't 

you a bit like Thomas? Aren't there times when you would like to see Jesus, 

too? But you and I see Jesus every day. We see him every time we see 

someone do an act of kindness, every time we see a sign of love or 

compassion, every time one person helps another. 

PONDER AND Dl�GUSS. Where have you seen Jesus today? 
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LAUDATO SI' 

POPE FRANCIS' ENCYCLICAL ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

LOOKING AT CHAPTER FOUR (PART 1) 

INTEGRAL ECOLOGY 

Pope Francis ended Chapter 3 by saying that we need another way of looking at the 

relationships of all who share this common home: earth. He now proposes what he 

calls "an integral ecology," in which everything is inter-connected and inter-related. 

Although we usually function without being aware of it, we always depend on larger 
systems for our own existence (138-140). Chapter four unpacks what this 

comprehensive, integrated, and relational vision might look like if we applied its 

principles to our complex, global crises. 

This whole chapter is filled with examples of realities usually considered in isolation 

but should rather be brought together and seen in a more comprehensive, integral 

view: 
• The relationship of global economics with local cultures, customs, and values

(143-146)

• The relationship between our living spaces (like the architecture of our homes and

the design of our neighborhoods and cities), our daily life, and our own behavior/

happiness (147-154)

• The relationship of the way we think about our bodies and the way we think about

the rest of creation (155)

• The relationship of our current generation with future generations (159-162)

For Pope Francis, the only solution is one that "demands an integrated approach to
combating poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at the same time protecting

nature" (139).

TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 

• Does Pope Francis' view of the interconnectedness of all things change

your view of the world at all?

• How do you view the web of life on earth?
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