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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
MARK 16:1-7
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to
one another, 'Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?' When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already
been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, 'Do not be
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he
is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.'
TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Rolling away the stone. In this passage, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and
Salome need somebody strong to roll away the stone that covers the opening of the tomb
where Jesus' body had been placed on Good Friday.
We all need help rolling stones away. There are tombs in everybody's life. Tombs are
places where there is no life. Often, we can't roll the stones away ourselves, and we need
help. In today's Gospel, it is an angel who rolls the stone away so that the women can gain
entrance. Today, you and I are called to be the helpers who walk with people and help
them to roll the stones away. Sometimes, those stones are the stones of addiction.
Sometimes they are the stones of old hurts that people can't let go of. Sometimes, they
are the stones of loneliness or self-loathing or doubt. Whatever the stone, God uses us to
help roll them away, so that new life can come about. That's how you and I are Easter
people.

PONDER AND DISCUSS ... Who in your life needs help rolling a stone away
today?
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Easter symbols and traditions...Some reflections for families
about Easter Eggs as we share them this Easter.
For Christians, the Easter egg is symbolic of the resurrection of Jesus. Painting Easter
eggs is an especially beloved tradition in the Orthodox and Eastern churches where the
eggs are dyed red to represent the blood of Jesus Christ that was shed on the cross. Easter
eggs are blessed by the priest at the end of the Paschal vigil and
distributed to the congregants.
The hard shell of the egg represents the sealed Tomb of Christ, and cracking the shell
represents Jesus' resurrection from the dead. Moreover, historically Christians would
abstain from eating eggs and meat during Lent, and Easter was the first chance to eat eggs
after a long period of abstinence. (Orthodox Christians continue to abstain from eggs
during Lent.)
Easter egg hunts and egg rolling are two popular egg-related traditions. An egg hunt
involves hiding eggs outside for children to run around and find on Easter morning. Eggs
are rolled as a symbolic re-enactment of the rolling away of the stone from Christ's tomb.
In the United States, the Easter Egg Roll is an annual event that is held on the White
House lawn each Monday after Easter. Adapted from
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/02/eastereggs-history-origin-symbolism-tradition_n_l392054.html
Gui de the Easter Bunny through the maze to find the Easter Eggs
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View Archbishop Currie's Easter message here: https://rcsj.org/news/archbishop-curries-easter-message-2

