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'I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 

hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away-and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 

the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I 

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 

listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one 

takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 

and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.' 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 

"I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep." Today, Jesus reveals himself in the 

Gospel as the Good Shepherd-the loving, attentive shepherd who cares for his 

flock, watches over them, sees harm and danger coming and stays with the flock 

through the peril, who truly knows his sheep, and who would give up his life for the 

sheep. Of course, the sheep are people. We are the sheep. Jesus would do all of 

this for us; He did it all, and in fact, Jesus still does it for us! Today, Jesus acts 

through people. You and I are called to care for others, really get to know our 

people, to love them, and to walk with them through their trials and perils, and-yes 

-even to lay down our lives for others.

PONDER AND DISCUSS ... What shepherds have you known in your life? What 

shepherds do you see in the world around you? How are you a shepherd? 
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LAUDATO SI' 

POPE FRANCIS' ENCYCLICAL ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 
LOOKING AT CHAPTER FOUR (PART 2) 

INTEGRAL ECOLOGY 
Chapter 4 is filled with examples of realities usually considered in isolation 
but should rather be brought together and seen in a more comprehensive, 
integral view. These include: 
• The relationship of global economics with local cultures, customs, and
values (143-146)
• The relationship between our living spaces (like the architecture of our
homes and the design of our neighborhoods and cities), our daily life, and
our own behavior/happiness (147-154)
• The relationship of the way we think about our bodies and the way we
think about the rest of creation ( 15 5)
• The relationship of our current generation with future generations
(159-162)
For Pope Francis, the only solution is one that «demands an integrated
approach to combating poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at the
same time protecting nature" (139).

TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
• Does Pope Francis' view of the interconnectedness of all things change
your view of the world at all?
• In view of Pope Francis' words, what kind of solution would you
suggest to combat poverty, restore dignity to the excluded, and at the same
time protect nature?
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