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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John15.1-8
'I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more
fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.'
REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
"Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you
can do nothing." Jesus is the vine; we are the branches. We extend out from the
vine, bringing the Good News of Jesus to every corner of the world in which we live,
work, play, volunteer, celebrate, mourn. We are the branches of Jesus, reaching out
into the world. But without our connection to the vine, we can't get any nutrients, we
wither and die. A good branch has a strong connection to the vine.
What does that good connection look like for you and me? It might look like
listening. When we really listen to one another, we are listening to God. When we
really listen to the hungers and needs of our broken world, we are listening to God.
When we pray and ask for direction and guidance, we are listening to God.
PONDEP AND DISCUSS... In your life, how do you listen for the voice of God?
How are you connected to the vine? What can you do to strengthen the connection?
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A musical reflection on this scripture by can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHr7Z7ZS3GE

LAUDATO SI'
POPE FRANCIS' ENCYCLICAL ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
LOOKING AT CHAPTER FIVE (PART 1)
LINES OF APPROACH AND ACTION
Chapters five and six offer more concrete steps and opportunities for dialogue which, as
Pope Francis says, "can help us escape the spiral of self-destruction" (163).
Chapter five focuses on the political and economic paths for dialogue. Pope Francis urges
the immediate replacement of "technology based on the use of highly polluting fossil fuels
- especially coal, but also oil and, to a lesser degree, gas" (165).
Courageously, Pope Francis challenges nations and their leaders to move beyond short
term gain and immediate results to what he calls "true statecraft," a way of engaging in
international relations in which leaders world together to "uphold high principles and
think of the long-term common good" (178, 181).
TO PONDER AND DISCUSS:
•
Does Pope Francis' vision offer you hope? Is it a possibility?
•
Would you have the courage that Pope Francis' words call us to?

LOOKING AT CHAPTER FIVE (PART 2)
LINES OF APPROACH AND ACTION
In Chapter 5, Pope Francis also challenges the economic sector to move beyond thinking
exclusively about maximization of profit at the expense of our planet and the poor. He
says that the poor suffer most from climate change and from unbridled capitalism, in
which profits are placed above concern for human life and life on the planet.
Pope Francis is well aware that this will demand great creativity in developing new models
of development. It will also require that we re-define our notion of progress. It will require
long-term vision and planning and interdisciplinary approach (189-198).
TO PONDER AND DISCUSS:
•
Do you believe that it is true, as Pope Francis says, that the poor suffer more from
climate change than others?
•
How can we seek out and elect leaders who have the vision and skill to make Pope
Francis' vision a reality?
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