
LIVING 

FAITH 
May 27, 2018 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 

Matthew 28: 16-20 

Trinity 
Sunday 

ROMAN CATliOLIC 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. JOHN'S 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And 

Jesus came and said to them, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.' 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 

We are made in the image and likeness of God, and God is a Trinity-a Trinity of 

Persons and a Trinity of Relationships. This means something wonderful and 

mysterious and transformative. Although we often think of ourselves as separate, 

independent, autonomous beings, we are really not. We are created in and for 

relationships, and we can never think of ourselves apart from or outside of 

relationships. We are connected to one another. We need one another. And this 

was in God's plan from the very beginning. 

CONVERSATION STARTERS .... 

• Our mission as disciples of Jesus Christ is to "Go ... and make disciples of all

nations.'' We are sent not to a place, but to people.

• To whom are you sent?

• How are you a missionary disciple, in your everyday life and place?
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LOVE IN THE FAMILY 
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Chapter two: "The experiences and challenges of families" (paragraphs 31-57) 

Building on the biblical foundation prepared in Chapter 1, in this second chapter Pope 

Francis looks at the current situation of families. Keeping 

"firmly grounded in the reality" of family experiences (paragraph 6), Pope Francis draws 

heavily on the final Reports of the two Synods, which clearly describe how families face 

many challenges-- including migration, the effects of ideological denial of differences 

between the sexes (paragraph 56); attitudes about family size and availability of 

abortion, and the impact of reproductive technology, the lack of housing and work, 

pornography and abuse of minors, inattention to persons with disabilities, lack of respect 

for the elderly. the legal dismantling of the family, and violence against women. He 

covers a lot of ground! It is a very realistic and thorough analysis. 

Pope Francis says that, if we don't listen to reality, we won't understand the needs of the 

present or the presence and acitivity of the Holy Spirit. He notes that today many 

factors, including individualism and selfishness, make it challenging for a person to give 

himself or herself generously to another (paragraph 33). He says, "The fear of loneliness 

and the desire for stability and fidelity exist side by side with a growing fear of 

entrapment in a relationship that could hamper the achievement of one's personal goals" 

(paragraph 34 ). 

Pope Francis raises an important issue-the primacy of conscience, when properly formed. 

He says, "We have been called to form consciences, not to replace them" (paragraph 37). 

Jesus proposed a demanding ideal but "never failed to show compassion and closeness to 

the frailty of individuals like the Samaritan woman or the woman caught in 

adultery" (paragraph 38). 
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