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Chapter eight: "Guiding, discerning and integrating weakness" (paragraph 291-312) 

The eighth chapter of Amoris Laetitia is an invitation to mercy and pastoral discernment 

in situations that do not fully match our understanding of what the Lord proposes. Pope 

Francis uses three very important verbs: guiding, discerning and integrating, which are 

fundamental in addressing fragile, complex or irregular situations. 

The chapter has sections on the need for gradualness in pastoral care; the importance of 

discernment; norms and mitigating circumstances in pastoral discernment; and finally 

what the Pope calls the "logic of pastoral mercy". Because Chapter eight is very sensitive, 

in reading it we must remember that "the Church's task is often like that of a field 

hospital" (paragraph 291). 

Pope Francis reaffirms what Christian marriage is. Then he adds that "some forms of 

union radically contradict this ideal, while others realize it in at least a partial. .. way". The 

Church therefore "does not disregard the constructive elements in those situations which 

do not yet or no longer correspond to her teaching on marriage" (paragraph 292). Pope 

Francis says: "There is a need 'to avoid judgements which do not take into account the 

complexity of various situations' and 'to be attentive, by necessity, to how people 

experience distress because of their condition"' (paragraph 296). And he continues: "It is 

a matter of reaching out to everyone, of needing to help each person find his or her 

proper way of participating in the ecclesial community, and thus to experience being 

touched by an 'unmerited, unconditional and gratuitous' mercy" (paragraph 297). And 

further: "The divorced who have entered a new union, for example, can find themselves in 

a variety of situations, which should not be pigeonholed or fit into overly rigid 

classifications leaving no room for a suitable personal and pastoral discernment" 

(paragraph 298). Pope Francis states that "the baptized who are divorced and civilly 

remarried need to be more fully integrated into Christian communities in the variety of 

ways possible, while avoiding any occasion of scandal". 

In this chapter, Pope Francis develops in depth the characteristics and dimensions of the 

accompaniment and discernment that is necessary for ongoing dialogue between faithful 

couples and their pastors. For a copy of Amoris Laetitia click here:  
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-
laetitia.html

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
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DUBLI N, IRE LAND 

W�RLD 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 
DUBLIN, IRELAND 

AUGUST 21-26, 2018 
"The Gospel of the Family: MEETING of 

FAMILIES 
21 26 AUGUST 20J.8 Joy for the World" 

FESTIVAL OF FAMILIES 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2018 

One of the most significant and beautiful events within 

every World Meeting of Families is the Festival of 

Families. This concert-type event will take place in a large 

venue in Dublin on the evening of the 25th August 2018. 

It is a celebration of family life around the world that will 

feature musical and dance performances, as well as five 

selected families from around the world giving witness to 

their family's faith. 

Closing Ceremonies and Mass 

The World Meeting of Families concludes with a Solemn 

Eucharistic Celebration that will gather individuals and 

families from all around the world in thanksgiving and 

communion. The Mass will mark the conclusion of the 

World Meeting of Families 2018 in Dublin and the next 

diocese to host the event in conjunction with the 

Dicastery for the Laity, Family and Life will be 

announced. The main celebrant for the Final Mass will be 

Pope Francis. 

YOU CAN FIND THE 

AMORIS PROGRAMME HERE: 
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Resources/ AmorisProgramme 
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PEOPLE, NMR GET 
'1RED OF BEING 
INSTRUMENTS OF 
PEACE AND JOY 
AMONG YOUR 

PEERS! 
• POPE FRANCIS
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Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource by email.  Clink here:

http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L

https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Resources/
http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L



