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THE GOSPEL TODAY 

Mark 8:27-35 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, 'Who do people say that I am?' And they answered 
him, 'John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.' He asked them, 'But who do you say that I am?' Peter answered him, 
'You are the Messiah.' And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, 'Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.' 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, 'If any want to become 
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 

In the Gospel today, Jesus asks us-His modern-day disciples-a very important 

question: "Who do you say I am?" And almost immediately, He goes on to 

challenge us, by telling us that being His follower in the world today means taking 

up our cross and following Him. 

• Who do you say Jesus is?

• What might it mean for you to take up your cross and follow Him?

• Where do you recognize Jesus in the people and the world around you?
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CAUDIUM ET EXSUL TATE 

CONCLUSION (176-177) 

Pope Francis concludes his letter by calling on Mary's intercession to help us 

all walk with Jesus toward holiness. Pope Francis tells us that Mary is a 

model for holiness because: "she lived the Beatitudes of Jesus as none 

other." Her example is one of joy, discernment and suffering, and fidelity. 

Pope Francis says, "Mary is the saint among the saints, blessed above all 

others." If we follow her example, "we will share a happiness that the world 

will not be able to take from us." 

Pope Francis wants us to see the holiness of those around us, among the 

people and places we live, and work. Pope Francis also sees that we can 

always find opportunities to grow in holiness, so that can know God more 

deeply, love God more fervently and follow everyday practices that can bring 

us closer to God. 
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SUS Christ daily. 
Not occasionally, 
not frequently, 
not regularly, 
but daily. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
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MARY, THE FIRST DISCIPLE AND MODEL OF HOLINESS 

grace, the lord is 

with thee. Blessed 

art thou among 

women·, anc:I 

blessed is the fruit 

of thy womb, resus. 

Holy M�r Mother 

of God, pr� for 

us sinners. now 

our death. Amen� 

OuT Motner Mary 1s fl.it! of beauty

because she is full of grace 
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