
LIVING FAITH 
September 30 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE GOSPEL TODAY 

Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

'If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in 
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck 
and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it 
is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to 
the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into 
hell.· And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into 
hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 

In the Gospel today, Jesus once again uses children to teach us something 
about how to be with one another and treat one another in the world of today. "If 
any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in 
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck 
and you were thrown into the sea." 

Jesus calls us to build one another up, rather than tear one another down. He 
calls us to love, not competition. And He calls us to have a special concern for 
those who are vulnerable, wounded, suffering, abandoned or marginalized. 

• When have you built someone up lately?
• How did you do this?
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Watch this video about St. Francis:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=73&v=qYynL7fH0P8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=73&v=qYynL7fH0P8


AN OVERVIEW OF THE WORKING DOCUMENT 

PART 1: "Recognizing: the Church listening to reality" 

The first part of the Working Document is composed of five chapters. The first two offer a 
rather broad view of the different contexts, showing that there are indeed many differences and 
many commonalities among young people around the world: globalization creates a lot of 
similarities, but nevertheless many social, economic, cultural, religious and spiritual differences 
remain. 

Three chapters then follow, which define three specific focuses on specific issues. The 
magnifying glass is first turned on the poorest and most abandoned young people, who are 
continually rejected by a world that understands itself starting from the paradigm of "buy, use, 
and discard". When this "culture" is applied to human persons, any consideration of their 
dignity is lost: work (both from the point of view of its absence and that of exploitation), 
migration, discrimination and social exclusion offer sad examples. The second magnifying 
glass - the fourth chapter - offers a deeper reading of six human and cultural challenges that 
the Church is called to face today in her pastoral commitment to young people: 

• the new understanding of the body, of affectivity and of sexuality;

• the advent of new cognitive paradigms that convey a different approach to the truth;

• the affects of the digital world, which imposes a different understanding of time, space
and human relationships;

• generalized institutional disappointment in both the civil and the ecclesial sphere;

• the paralysis in decision-making that imprisons the younger generations in limited and
limiting paths;

• and finally, the nostalgia and spiritual search of young people, who appear less
"religious" but more open to authentic experiences of transcendence.

The final section of Part 1 explores how the Church can listen to young people, who ask for 
consistency, authenticity, and spirituality. They want a renewed relational capacity and 
dynamics of prophetic welcome; a lively and lively liturgy; and a genuine commitment to justice 
in the world. Young people thirst for comunity. 
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Watch Bishop Barron on St. Therese of Liseaux:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=15&v=GZ3ywIjpaGY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=15&v=GZ3ywIjpaGY

