
LIVING FAITH 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Year C) 

THE GOSPEL TODAY 

Luke 3:10-18 

And the crowds asked him, 'What then should we do?' In reply he said to them, 

'Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 

has food must do likewise.' Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they 

asked him, 'Teacher, what should we do?' He said to them, 'Collect no more than 

the amount prescribed for you.' Soldiers also asked him, 'And we, what should 

we do?' He said to them, 'Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 

accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.' 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 

Did you notice, in today's Gospel, that each group that asks Jesus the question, 

"What should we do," gets a different answer? The people ask, and Jesus tells 

them, 'Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 

whoever has food must do likewise.' The tax collectors ask, and Jesus tells them, 

'Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.' The soldiers ask, and 

Jesus tells them, 'Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 

accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.' What's the message? How each 

of us lives the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Good News of love, service, joy 

and justice, depends on the circumstances of our own lives. Each person has a 

special call from God, and a unique path to holiness. 

PONDER AND DISCUSS 

• If you asked Jesus, "What should I do," what do you think He would say to

you?

• How does Jesus speak to you today?

• How does Jesus speak through you today?
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THE THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 

JOY 

The Third Sunday of Advent is known as "Gaudete 

Sunday." Gaudete is a Latin word that means 
"joyful." The day takes its common name from the 

Latin word Gaudete ("Rejoice"), the first word of 

the introit of this day's Mass: "Rejoice in the Lord 

always; again I say, rejoice. Let your forbearance 

be known to al I, for the Lord is near at hand; have 

no anxiety about anything, but in all things, by 

prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be known to God. Lord, you have blessed 

your land; you have turned away the captivity of 

Jacob. 11 (Philippians 4:4-6; Psalm 85 (84):1) 

THE LITURGICAL COLOUR TODAY 

On Gaudete Sunday rose-coloured vestments may 
be worn instead of violet. If you have an Advent 
wreath, the rose coloured candle is lit in addition to 
two of the violet (or blue) coloured candles, which 
represent the first two Sundays of Advent. Despite 
the otherwise somber readings of the season 
of Advent, which has as a secondary theme the need 
for penitence, the readings on the third Sunday 
emphasize the joyous anticipation of the Lord's 
coming. 

Theologian Henri Nouwen, who lived 

for many years inL'Arche Daybreak, 

Toronto, described the difference 

between joy and happiness. While 

happiness is dependent on external 

conditions, joy is "the experience of 

knowing that you are unconditionally 

loved and that nothing -- sickness, 

failure, emotional distress, 

oppression, war, or even death -- can 

take that love away." Thus, joy can be 

present even in the midst of sadness. 

In his 2014 Gaudete Sunday 

homily, Pope Francis said that 

Gaudete Sunday is known as the 

"Sunday of joy," and that instead of 

fretting about "all they still haven't" 

done to prepare for Christmas, people 

should "think of all the good things 

life has given you." 

Visit virtual Advent Calendar here: https://advent.bustedhalo.com/

Visit Advent Photo Challenge here:  https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/2018-instaadvent-photo-challenge

https://advent.bustedhalo.com/
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/2018-instaadvent-photo-challenge



