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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 

Luke 2:16-21 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 

In his homily for the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God in 2018, Pope Francis 
had this to say about the feast and the mystery we celebrate today… 

The year opens in the name of the Mother of God. Mother of 
God is the most important title of Our Lady. But we might ask 
why we say Mother of God, and not Mother of Jesus. In the 
past some wanted to be content simply with the latter, but 
the Church has declared that Mary is the Mother of God. We 
should be grateful, because these words contain a magnificent 
truth about God and about ourselves. From the moment that 
our Lord became incarnate in Mary, and for all time, he took 
on our humanity. There is no longer God without man; the flesh 
Jesus took from his Mother is our own, now and for all 
eternity. To call Mary the Mother of God reminds us of this: 
God is close to humanity, even as a child is close to the mother 
who bears him in her womb. 

The word mother (mater) is related to the word matter. In 
his Mother, the God of heaven, the infinite God, made 
himself small, he became matter, not only to be with 
us but also to be like us. This is the miracle, the great 
novelty! Man is no longer alone; no more an orphan, but 
forever a child. The year opens with this novelty. And we 
proclaim it by saying: Mother of God! Ours is the joy of 
knowing that our solitude has ended. It is the beauty of 
knowing that we are beloved children, of knowing that 
this childhood of ours can never be taken away from us. It 
is to see a reflection of ourselves in the frail and infant 
God resting in his mother’s arms, and to realize that 
humanity is precious and sacred to the Lord. Henceforth, 
to serve human life is to serve God. All life, from life in the 
mother’s womb to that of the elderly, the suffering and 
the sick, and to that of the troublesome and even 
repellent, is to be welcomed, loved and helped. 

We need to remain silent as we gaze upon the crib. Pondering 
the crib, we discover anew that we are loved; we savour the real meaning 
of life. As we look on in silence, we let Jesus speak to our heart. Only one 
thing is said about the Mother of God: “Mary kept all these things, pondering 
them in her heart” (Lk 2:19). She kept them. She simply kept; Mary does not 
speak… 

View a short video reflection about Mary the Mother of God here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pugsDdt_ezI
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE 

More wisdom from Pope Francis as we mark this 52nd World Day of Prayer for Peace… 

Peace, which the angels proclaimed to the shepherds on 
Christmas night, is a profound aspiration for everyone, for 
each individual and all peoples, and especially for those 
who most keenly suffer its absence. Among these whom I 
constantly keep in my thoughts and prayers, I would once 
again mention the over 250 million migrants worldwide, 
of whom 22.5 million are refugees. Pope Benedict XVI, my 
beloved predecessor, spoke of them as “men and women, 
children, young and elderly people, who are searching for 
somewhere to live in peace.” 

We know that it is not enough to open our hearts to 
the suffering of others. Much more remains to be 
done before our brothers and sisters can once again 
live peacefully in a safe home. Welcoming others 
requires concrete commitment, a network of 
assistance and goodwill, vigilant and sympathetic 
attention, the responsible management of new and 
complex situations that at times compound 
numerous existing problems, to say nothing of 
resources, which are always limited. By practising 
the virtue of prudence, government leaders should 
take practical measures to welcome, promote, 
protect, integrate and, “within the limits allowed by a 
correct understanding of the common good, to permit 
them to become part of a new society.” Leaders have 
a clear responsibility towards their own communities, 
whose legitimate rights and harmonious 
development they must ensure…

Let us draw inspiration from the words of Saint John Paul 
II: “If the ‘dream’ of a peaceful world is shared by all… 
then humanity can become more and more a universal 
family and our earth a true ‘common home’.” 
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