LIVING FAITH

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
January 20, 2019 John 2.1-12
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 'They have no wine.' And Jesus said to her,
'Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.' His
mother said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells you.' Now standing there were six
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.
Jesus said to them, 'Fill the jars with water.' And they filled them up to the brim. He said
to them, 'Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.' So they took it. When
the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came
from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom and said to him, 'Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior
wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until
now.' Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory;
and his disciples believed in him.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
The Gospel today tells of Jesus first miracle, the first thing He does in public. It is very
significant that Jesus acts on the suggestion of His mother. She sizes up he situation,
realizes that the young couple will be very embarrassed when they realize that they
gave run out of wine, and simply says to her son, 'They have no wine.'' It seems as if,
at first, Jesus does not want to do anything about this. But Mary tells the servants, "Do
whatever he tells you."

PONDER AND DISCUSS
• What about you? How do you hear the voice of Jesus directing you to do good
for others?
• How can you tell the difference between the voice of Jesus and other voices that
tell you to do other things?
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A video interpretation of the Wedding at Cana by Ignatian Press can be found here: https://youtu.be/s_Cbk4i37HM

FEASTS THIS WEEK
ST. AGNES
JANUARY 21
St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD and raised in a
wealthy Christian family. Agnes was very beautiful. Her
hand in marriage was highly sought after, but Agnes made
a vow never to marry. According to legend, the young men
she turned away became so angry and insulted by her
devotion to God and purity that they began to submit her
name to authorities as a Christian follower. Agnes was
betrayed to the anti-Christian authorities and sentenced
to death. At first, Agnes was tied to a stake, but either
the wood would not burn or the flames parted away from
her. This prompted an officer to draw his sword and
behead the girl. She died on January 21, 304.
The wool used in the pallium worn by every Archbishop in
the world is made from wool shorn on the Feast of St.
Agnes.
ST. TIMOTHY AND ST. TITUS
JANUARY 26
Timothy was a convert of Paul around the year 47 and
later joined him in his apostolic work. He was with Paul at
the founding of the Church in Corinth. During the 15
years he worked with Paul, he became one of his most
faithful and trusted friends. He was sent on difficult
missions by Paul-often in the face of great disturbance
in local churches which Paul had founded.
Titus has the distinction of being a close friend and
disciple of Paul as well as a fellow missionary. He was
Greek, apparently from Antioch. Titus is seen as a
peacemaker, administrator, ·great friend. Paul's second
letter to Corinth affords an insight into the depth of his
friendship with Titus, and the great fellowship they had
in preaching the gospel.
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