LIVING FAITH
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire.
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you I am well pleased.’

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus begins his public ministry after his baptism by John
the Baptist. Jesus did not need to be baptized as you and I were baptized. In
him, there was no mark of original sin, and He came to show us how to be a
God’s family and to become people through whom His reign is brought about.
Imagine the joy in Jesus as He heard the words of God, ‘You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
PONDER AND DISCUSS
• When do you hear, in the depths of your own heart, the words of God, “You
are my Daughter, my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’?
• When has your voice been the way someone else has hears the words of
God with their ears, “You are my Daughter, my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased’?
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A family activity for this week: Take some time to share stories about
family members' baptisms. Who attended...who are godparents...are
there particular traditions in your family about baptism...view video
or pictures...view items you may have, ex. baptism candles, garment or
christening dress, certificate. Take time to reflect about these family
baptisimal treasures and there spiritual significance to you.

THE CHURCH TEACHES
BAPTISM IN THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1213 Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole
Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit and the
door which gives access to the other sacraments.
Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn
as sons and daughters of God; we become
members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church
and made sharers in her mission: "Baptism is the
sacrament of regeneration through water in the
word.”
1253 Baptism is the sacrament of faith. But faith
needs the community of believers. It is only within
the faith of the Church that each of the faithful can
believe. The faith required for Baptism is not a
perfect and mature faith, but a beginning
1254 For all the baptized, children or adults, faith
must grow after Baptism. For this reason the Church
celebrates each year at the Easter Vigil the renewal
of baptismal promises. Preparation for Baptism
leads only to the threshold of new life. Baptism is
the source of that new life in Christ from which the
entire Christian life springs forth.
1279 The fruit of Baptism, or baptismal grace, is a
rich reality that includes forgiveness of original sin
and all personal sins, birth into the new life by which
man becomes an adoptive son of the Father, a
member of Christ and a temple of the Holy Spirit. By
this very fact the person baptized is incorporated into
the Church, the Body of Christ, and made a sharer in
the priesthood of Christ.
Listen to this Sunday's homily by Bishop Robert Barron on Baptism and the
Christian Life here:
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/vitae-spiritualis-ianua/987/
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WHAT’S GOING ON THIS WEEK?
THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
JANUARY 18-25, 2019
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is
an annual ecumenical celebration.
Christians around the world are invited to
pray for the unity of all Christians, to
reflect on scripture together, to
participate in jointly-organized ecumenical
services, and to share fellowship.

The theme for the 2019 Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity comes to us from
Indonesia: “Justice, and only justice, you
shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:18-20).
This year’s theme calls us to move from
shared prayer to shared action. Drawing
on the traditional values of Unity in
Diversity and living in solidarity and by
collaboration, Indonesian Christians invite
us to be a united witness, and an agent of
Christ’s healing grace in a broken world, by
making specific commitments to justice,
equality, and unity.
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is
traditionally held every year between
January 18th (the Feast of the Confession
of Saint Peter) and January 25th (the
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul).
Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource by e mail
http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L
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