LIVING FAITH

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Mt 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 'Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.' When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, 'In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
"And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel." '
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 'Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also
go and pay him homage.' When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
How many magi (wise people) were there? We often think that, because there were
three gifts, there were three people. But that's not necessarily so! The truth is that the
Gospel does not tell us how many people there were. You and I are called to be the
Magi today. How? By seeking for Jesus. By recognizing Jesus wherever we find him
today. By offering him our gifts.

PONDER AND DISCUSS
•
•

Where do you meet Jesus today?
What gifts do you have to offer to Jesus?
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Listen to Bishop Barron's homily for this Feast of the epiphany here:
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/following-the-star/5033/

FEASTS THIS WEEK

St. Marguerite Bourgeoys JANUARY 12
Marguerite Bourgeoys was a sister in the cloistered
Congregation de Notre-Dame of Troyes and
director of an extern group of women. When Paul
Chomedey de Maisonneuve, Governor of Montreal
in New France, asked his sister for help in finding a
teacher for the settlement, she suggested
Marguerite, the leader of the group of young
women who taught the children of the poor.
Marguerite was born in Troyes in the Champagne
region of France in 1620. At the age of 20, she
experienced a profound change in herself during a
church procession that led her to set aside the
frivolous things of life. By the time she met
Monsieur de Maisonneuve, her qualities of
leadership and her ability to gather people together
for a common cause were well recognized.
Marguerite Bourgeoys, whose
compassionate power is ever increasing,
show us your way of Truth, Faith and
Holiness.
Make us humble enough to abandon
ourselves to the Will of God, generous
enough to find in the Cross the joy of the
Loving Giver.
May your fidelity to Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament lead us ever nearer to this
source of light and peace. May your spirit
of openness help us to be concerned for
our brothers and sisters throughout the
world.
Finally, may the Holy Trinity, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, bring us to this unity of
eternal grace to which God has called you
for all eternity. Amen.
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Marguerite Bourgeoys listened to Maisonnneuve's
request and agreed to accompany the recruitment
of 1653 that would shore up the defences of Ville
Marie and its fifty-some inhabitants against the
constant attacks of the Iroquois. During the
treacherous sea voyage to the New World, she
became nurse, confidante, support and firm friend
to the men and women whose arrival tripled the
population of Montreal.
In 1658, she opened a school, and returned to
France to find companions who shared her vision.
Together they formed the nucleus of the
Congregation de Notre-Dame, a community of
uncloistered women.
Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys was canonized in
1982. A pioneer woman who worked in an outpost
of the French empire, she built houses and
established a farm, and opened schools for native
children as well as for children of the colony.

A short video about St. Marguarite can be found here:
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1373

